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From George Washington to Donald Trump, an entertaining and educational overview of the
chief executives of the United States.The highest office of our country has been a challenging
one to occupy, from the days of a newly founded nation to the global power seat it has become.
Presidents: Every Question Answered reviews our leaders’ time in office and how their distinct
characteristics became evident in the laws and improvements (or regressions) made during their
terms. Biographical facts, historical records, and the administrative personnel that shared each
president’s days are contained in these pages. Whether you’re a history major looking for extra
credit, or just curious to know more about the United States, this book will give you insight and
answers to your questions.
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WeinsteinCarter Smith’s compendium Presidents: Every Question Answered provides readers
with an entertaining and informative overview of the fascinating history of America’s chief
executives. To clarify matters at the outset concerning the book’s tongue-in-cheek subtitle,
“every” question concerning the U.S. presidency is obviously not answered in this engaging
volume—though a great many are. Those seeking historical background should find Presidents
an extremely helpful introduction to the office and its occupants, from George Washington to
Donald Trump. Even the buffs and professional historians who scan the book may discover
either some long-forgotten information or unfamiliar facts.The book’s format lends itself to



leisurely browsing. Each president is introduced in a brief essay followed by basic biographical
facts, chronological summaries of major events in that president’s administration, a timeline,
profiles of the First Lady (when there was one), boxed discussions of major events, and relevant
quotations concerning the incumbent.Alert readers will recognize that Carter Smith has given
certain presidents whose period in office most historians consider especially significant—among
them Washington, Lincoln, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Ronald Reagan—more detailed attention
than others whose term or terms in office were arguably of lesser importance. Readers’
judgments may or may not agree with those of the author; this writer, for example, has his own
occasional divergences from Mr. Smith’s allocations. But that should not detract from enjoyment
of the volume overall.Readers may find of special interest in a book such as this the evolution of
the presidency in power and purpose among the three branches of government, especially in
the second half of the twentieth century. Still, the Constitution’s delegation of authority to holders
of the office—virtually everyone at the time expected trustworthy George Washington to be its
initial occupant—prefigured its later development. Even some of the Founders expected this.
Thus, the British historian Marcus Cunliffe reminded us that Alexander Hamilton “predicted that
a time would come ‘when every vital question of state will be merged in the question, Who will
be the next President?’ ” This prediction, Cunliffe noted, “was borne out, in large part because
the presidency became the apex of the contest between excited and organized political parties
[in the United States].”In our time, the American public has come to expect—indeed, demand—
vigorous leadership from its presidents in both foreign and domestic affairs. Only on occasion in
the nineteenth century—the Civil War years under Lincoln being the most notable exception—
was this the case. The modern pursuit of a powerful chief executive began with Theodore
Roosevelt’s assumption of the office after William McKinley’s assassination. It was “TR,” as he
was known, who wrote of his almost-seven years in office that he had developed “a very definite
philosophy about the presidency. I think it should be a very powerful office, and I think the
president should be a very strong man who uses without hesitation every power that the position
yields; but … he should be sharply watched by the people [and] held to a strict accountability by
them.”Only a few of the subsequent occupants of the American presidency have disputed TR’s
expansive vision of the office and its authority. Even earlier, however, some American presidents
rarely hesitated to define the powers of their office as broadly as their specific actions
required.Readers who browse the pages of this book can discover for themselves the varied
uses (and occasional abuses) of presidential power as each chief executive experiences the
achievements and failures, dramas and melodramas, tumult and occasional tragedy of his
historic moment as president of the United States.NOTE: The collection of facts and other
material for every presidential essay in the book, as well as the opinions it offers on specific
presidents, are entirely those of Carter Smith, the book’s author, to whom all reader comments
should be addressed.THE FOUNDINGPRESIDENTSGeorge Washington1st President (1789–
1797)“I long ago despaired of any other reward for my services than the satisfaction arising from
a consciousness of doing my duty, and from the esteem of my friends.”According to historian



Gordon S. Wood, George Washington “was an extraordinary man who made it possible for
ordinary men to rule.” Certainly, few men of his time were held in such high regard by their
countrymen. The hero of the Revolution had managed to hold together his ragtag Continental
army through harsh winters and repeated retreats and defeats to finally outlast the British and
prevail at Yorktown, where Lieutenant General Lord Cornwallis surrendered. Thus, by the time
Washington reluctantly came out of brief retirement from national service to act as presiding
officer at the Constitutional Convention in 1787, he was not merely the favored choice to be
elected president, but also the only choice. The drafters of the Constitution—Alexander
Hamilton, James Madison, Gouverneur Morris, and others—would write the Constitution and
create a strong presidency with Washington in mind. He remains the only American president to
receive all electoral votes cast—not once, but twice.Nonetheless, when Washington assumed
the office, both the presidency and the American system itself were still very much unformed. It
would be the precedents Washington set that would give practical substance to the theories set
down in Philadelphia. His decision to summon his administration’s department heads to meet
regularly firmly established cabinet meetings as standard practice for all presidents to follow. It
was Washington who decided that the president should live in the same place in which he
worked, and he helped to choose the site and design of the future capital city that would bear his
name.Washington was not without his critics. Thomas Jefferson, for example, criticized him for
being overly reliant on the advice of Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, who favored
a strong federal government and improved relations with Great Britain. Nevertheless,
Washington skillfully balanced the disparate interests in the country. Despite his deep regret that
political parties grew out of the opposing camps within his own administration, he worked hard to
instill in his contemporaries a sense of the national union, bearing in mind what he saw as the
best interests of future Americans, or the “unborn millions” as he called them. For this then, it is
no wonder that he is remembered as “Father of His Country.”Biographical FactsBorn: February
22, 1732, in Pope’s Creek, Westmoreland County, VirginiaAncestry: EnglishFather: Augustine
Washington; born 1694 in Westmoreland County,Virginia; died April 12, 1743, in King George
County, VirginiaFather’s Occupation: Planter; iron manufacturerMother: Mary Ball Washington;
born 1708 in Lancaster County, Virginia; died August 25, 1789, near Fredericksburg,
VirginiaWife: Martha Dandridge Custis; born June 21,1731, in New Kent County,Virginia; died
May 22, 1802, in Mount Vernon, VirginiaMarriage: January 6, 1759, in New Kent County,
VirginiaChildren: None; two adopted from his wife’s first marriageHome: Mount Vernon,
VirginiaEducation: Private tutoring by familyReligious Affiliation: EpiscopalianOccupations before
Presidency: Surveyor; soldier; planterMilitary Service: Virginia militia; commander in chief of
Continental armyPolitical Offices before Presidency: Member of Virginia House of Burgesses;
justice of Fairfax County; delegate to First and Second Continental Congresses; president of
Constitutional ConventionPolitical Party: NoneAge at Inauguration: 57Occupation after
Presidency: PlanterDeath: December 14, 1799, at Mount Vernon, VirginiaPlace of Burial: Mount
Vernon, VirginiaNickname: Old Man; Father of His CountryWritings: The Writings of George



Washington from theOriginal Manuscript SourcesElection of 1789About the Election: After the
new Constitution was ratified, the Electoral College met in January 1789. Each elector voted for
two candidates, with the person garnering the most votes becoming president and the runner-up
becoming vice president. Although George Washington had initially been hesitant to run for the
office, he was the unanimous first choice of the electors. John Adams of Massachusetts was the
second choice of most Federalists. Alexander Hamilton feared, however, that if Adams was the
unanimous choice for vice president, he would actually tie Washington. To prevent
embarrassment to Washington, Hamilton arranged that a number of other candidates enter the
race to pull votes away from Adams. Thus, Adams won the second-highest total and was elected
vice president.Washington’s First Term 1789–1793April 30, 1789: GEORGE WASHINGTON IS
INAUGURATED as the first president of the United States in New York City, the nation’s first
capital.July 4, 1789: Congress, led by Representative James Madison, enacts the FIRST
PROTECTIVE TARIFF after consulting with President Washington about the need for the
measure.March 26, 1790: Congress passes the United States’ first NATURALIZATION LAW,
which establishes terms of citizenship.May 29, 1790: RHODE ISLAND RATIFIES THE
CONSTITUTION, becoming the last of the original 13 states under the Articles of Confederation
to join the newly formed Union.May 31, 1790: President Washington signs the FIRST UNITED
STATES COPYRIGHT LAW.July 16, 1790: President Washington signs a bill into law that
permanently places the nation’s capital along the Potomac River, in an area to be called the
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.August 4, 1790: President Washington signs a bill into law that
directs the federal government to assume the REVOLUTIONARY WAR DEBTS of the
states.December 6, 1790: THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL MOVES from New York to
Philadelphia, where it remains until the District of Columbia is completed in 1800.December 13,
1790: Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, with President Washington’s support, calls
for the House of Representatives to create an official BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. Before
submitting a bill to the House, however, Washington asks that members of his cabinet give him
their opinions of the proposal.George Washington delivers his inaugural speech after taking the
oath of office as the first president of the United States of America at Federal Hall in New York
City, then capital of the new nation.First Lady: Martha Custis WashingtonMartha Washington,
said one of her contemporaries, was “simple, easy and dignified.” Although she had grown up as
the daughter of a wealthy Virginia planter, she did not shy from difficult work. After her first
husband, Colonel Daniel Parke Custis died, leaving her alone at age 25 with two small children,
she managed the Custis estate on her own. During the Revolutionary War, she often followed
her second husband from camp to camp, putting herself in danger as she knit stockings for the
soldiers.When her husband became president, Martha was initially wary about living such a
public life, but in time took to her role. She hosted weekly state dinners, as well as co-hosting
informal receptions with Vice President John Adams’ wife, Abigail. A warm, gracious and
sensible woman, Martha Washington acted as hostess for her husband but took no part in
public affairs.The Washingtons with two of Martha’s grandchildren, George Washington Parke



Custis and Eleanor “Nelly” Custis, and servant William Lee.February 15, 1791: Secretary of
State Thomas Jefferson challenges the constitutionality of Hamilton’s proposal for a Bank of the
United States. Adhering to a STRICT CONSTRUCTION of the Tenth Amendment, which
reserves powers not delegated to the federal government to the states, Jefferson argues that the
incorporation of a national bank is not a power specifically granted by the Constitution.February
23, 1791: In the DOCTRINE OF IMPLIED POWERS, Hamilton uses a loose construction of the
Constitution to defend his proposal for a national bank. He argues that the bank was a means by
which Congress would exercise its constitutional power to collect taxes and regulate trade.
According to Hamilton, because the Constitution specifically approved that power, the creation
of the bank as a means towards that end was also constitutional.February 25, 1791: Though
Washington is not fully persuaded by either Jefferson’s or Hamilton’s argument, he signs the bill
for the creation of the Bank of the United States. He bases his decision on his belief that in
cases in which neither opposing argument has swayed him, his support should go to the cabinet
officer whose department is directly involved.Washington’s First AdministrationInauguration:
April 30, 1789, at Federal Hall, in New York, New YorkVice President: John AdamsSecretary of
State: Thomas JeffersonSecretary of the Treasury: Alexander HamiltonSecretary of War: Henry
KnoxAttorney General: Edmund RandolphPostmaster General: Samuel Osgood (1789–1791);
Timothy Pickering (1791–1793)Supreme Court Appointments: John Jay, Chief Justice (1789);
John Rutledge (1789); William Cushing (1789); Robert H. Harrison (1789); James Wilson
(1789); John Blair (1789); James Iredell (1790); Thomas Johnson (1791)1st Congress: (March
4, 1789–March 4, 1791)Senate: 17 Federalists; 9 AntifederalistsHouse: 38 Federalists; 26
Antifederalists2nd Congress: (March 4, 1791–March 4, 1793)Senate: 16 Federalists;13
Democratic-RepublicansHouse: 37 Federalists;33 Democratic-RepublicansStates Admitted
During Term:North Carolina (1789); Rhode Island (1790);Vermont (1791); Kentucky (1792)
Washington’s Life U.S. & World Events1732George Washington is born on February 22 in
Westmoreland County, Virginia.1733Georgia, the last of the original 13 British colonies in North
America, is founded.1740Frederick the Great begins his reign in Russia.1746At age 15,
Washington begins work as a surveyor.1752Washington inherits his brother’s estate at Mount
Vernon, as well as 18 slaves.1754–63France and Britain fight for control of North America in the
French and Indian War.1755–58Washington is commissioned as an army colonel, commanding
all Virginia forces in the Ohio Territory during the French and Indian War.1759Washington
marries widow Martha Custis.1762French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau publishes The
Social Contract, imagining a society in which every individual has responsibility for every
other.Quotes by Washington:“Happiness depends more upon the internal frame of a person’s
own mind, than on the externals in the world.”—To his mother, Mary Ball Washington, May 15,
1787“It is a wonder to me, there should be found a single monarch, who does not realize that his
own glory and felicity must depend on the prosperity and happiness of his People. How easy is it
for a sovereign to do that which shall not only immortalize his name, but attract the blessings of
millions.”—To Marquis de Lafayette, June 18, 1788Quotes about Washington:“He is the purest



figure in history.”—William Gladstone“As to you sir, treacherous in private friendship and a
hypocrite in public life, the world will be puzzled to decide whether you are an apostate or an
imposter, whether you have abandoned good principles, or whether you ever had any.”—
Thomas PaineThe U.S. Constitution was written with the understanding that Washington would
serve as the first president. He is seen here presiding over the opening of the Constitutional
Convention in Philadelphia in 1787.March 3, 1791: At Hamilton’s urging, Congress approves its
FIRST INTERNAL REVENUE LAW, creating 14 revenue districts and placing a tax on all distilled
spirits. Small farmers in the West, who rely on distilling whiskey in order to use up surplus rye
and corn crops, strongly oppose the tax. The federal law allows agents to enter homes and
collect taxes from whiskey producers.May–June, 1791: Thomas Jefferson and James Madison
travel through New York State and New England to build a national ANTIFEDERALIST coalition.
They find support among leading New York politicians such as Governor George Clinton, Robert
R. Livingston, and Aaron Burr.September 9, 1791: Appointed commissioners name the site of
the new capital after Washington. The larger area is called District of Columbia.October 31,
1791: Poet and journalist Philip Freneau founds an anti-Washington newspaper, the National
Gazette.November 4, 1791: The MIAMI INDIANS soundly defeat an American military force of
1,400 men led by General Arthur St. Clair at the cost of 900 American lives. The Washington
administration had sent General St. Clair to the Ohio country with the hope that his presence
would clear the way for American settlers.November 26, 1791: Washington convenes all of his
administration’s department heads to discuss foreign and military affairs. Although he had
consulted with individual cabinet members throughout his administration, this marked the FIRST
FULL CABINET MEETING in U.S. history.December 15, 1791: The first 10 amendments to the
U.S. Constitution, known as the BILL OF RIGHTS, which guarantee specific individual rights, are
ratified by a two-thirds majority of the states, thus becoming part of the U.S. Constitution.Election
of 1792About the Election: In 1792, George Washington was once again reluctant to run for
election as president. In addition to old age and illness, Washington also had grown tired of
attacks on his administration by the Democratic-Republican–controlled press. These attacks
highlighted the bitter split within his administration between the Federalists, led by Secretary of
the Treasury Alexander Hamilton and the Democratic-Republicans, led by Secretary of State
Thomas Jefferson. James Madison, among others, convinced Washington to stand for a second
term, arguing that only he could hold the nation together.For vice president, Hamilton and the
Federalists backed John Adams for a second term. The Democratic-Republicans backed
Governor George Clinton of New York. Federalists strongly opposed Clinton, believing that he
had stolen the governor’s race through fraud. In addition, because it was believed that Clinton
intended to remain governor of New York while also serving as vice president, the federal
government would be weakened. In the end, Adams won reelection as vice president by a solid
margin.January 12, 1792: President Washington appoints Thomas Pinckney as the FIRST
UNITED STATES MINISTER TO ENGLAND.Washington instructs him to convey a spirit of
“sincere friendship” and to seek the liberation of American commerce from British



regulations.February 2, 1792: The PRESIDENTIAL SUCCESSION ACT is passed. The law
states that if both the president and vice president die, become disabled, or are otherwise
removed from office, the president pro tempore of the Senate would succeed him. If there were
no Senate president, the Speaker of the House of Representatives would assume the
presidency. Although Thomas Jefferson proposed that the secretary of state be placed next in
line, Federalists stopped his proposal. (In 1886, Jefferson’s proposal would be
passed.)Washington with his first cabinet: Secretary of War Henry Knox, Secretary of the
Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, and Attorney General
Edmund RandolphMay 8, 1792: Because of growing resistance from Native Americans in the
Northwest, Congress passes the MILITIA ACT. The act commissions General Anthony Wayne
as commander in chief of the army and authorizes that all white males between the ages of 18
and 45 be enrolled for military service.September 9, 1792: In a letter to Washington, Jefferson
discloses that he intends to resign as secretary of state when Washington’s first term ends
because of Jefferson’s increasingly hostile personal relationship with Alexander
Hamilton.October 13, 1792: The cornerstone for the Executive Mansion is laid in Washington,
D.C.Washington’s Second Term 1793–1797April 22, 1793: FRANCE DECLARES WAR ON
GREAT BRITAIN, SPAIN, AUSTRIA, AND PRUSSIA after the proclamation of the French
Republic in September 1792 and the execution of King Louis XVI on January 21. U.S. public
opinion divides between supporters of France and those of Great Britain. Within Washington’s
own administration, Hamilton supports Great Britain, while Jefferson favors France. Although the
U.S. and France are allies, according to the treaty signed in 1778, Washington seeks to maintain
“strict neutrality” and issues the NEUTRALITY PROCLAMATION, stating that the United States
was at peace with both France and England and warning American citizens not to commit
hostile acts against either side. Washington’s Life U.S. & World Events1765Great Britain adopts
the Stamp Act to raise revenues from American colonies.1759–74Washington serves in the
Virginia House of Burgesses, supporting the patriot cause.1773American patriots dump British
tea in Boston Harbor to protest high tariffs on imported goods.1775Washington is selected to
serve as commander in chief of the Continental army.1775–83The Revolutionary War is
fought.1776The Declaration of Independence is signed.1783With the end of war, Washington
resigns his commission and returns to Mount Vernon.1787Washington serves as a presiding
officer at the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia and helps secure ratification of the
Constitution by Virginia.1789Sailors aboard the HMS Bounty mutiny, capturing the ship and
setting adrift the captain, William Bligh, in the ship’s launch.The French Revolution
begins.Washington’s Second AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1793, at Federal Hall,
Philadelphia, PennsylvaniaVice President: John AdamsSecretary of State: Thomas Jefferson
(1793–1794); Edmund Randolph (1794-1795); Timothy Pickering (1795–1797)Secretary of the
Treasury: Alexander Hamilton (1793–1795); Alexander Wolcott (1795–1797)Secretary of War :
Henry Knox (1793–1795); Timothy Pickering (1795); James McHenry (1796–1797)Attorney
General: Edmund Randolph (1793–1794); William Bradford (1794–1795)Postmaster General:



Timothy Pickering (1793–1795)Supreme Court Appointments:William Patterson (1793); John
Rutledge,Chief Justice (1795); Samuel Chase (1796);Oliver Ellsworth, Chief Justice (1796)3rd
Congress: (March 4, 1793–March 4, 1795)Senate: 17 Federalists;13 Democratic-
RepublicansHouse: 48 Federalists57 Democratic-Republicans;4th Congress: (March 4, 1795–
March 4, 1797)Senate: 19 Federalists;13 Democratic-RepublicansHouse: 54 Federalists;52
Democratic-RepublicansStates Admitted: Tennessee (1796)July 31, 1793: THOMAS
JEFFERSON SUBMITS his resignation as secretary of state after President Washington begins
to heed Hamilton’s advice on foreign affairs. The resignation does not become effective until
December 31.November 6, 1793: Great Britain issues Orders in Council that allow for the
SEIZURE OF AMERICAN SHIPS carrying French goods in the West Indies and the
IMPRESSMENT OF AMERICAN SAILORS. As a result, tension between the United States and
Great Britain rises to the verge of war.April 19, 1794: The U.S. Senate confirms Washington’s
choice of JOHN JAY, the chief justice of the U.S. Supreme Court, as special envoy to Britain.
Jay’s assignment is to seek British withdrawal from the Northwest Territory, reparations for
American ships seized by Britain, an end to the impressment of American sailors, compensation
for slaves seized during the American Revolution, and restoration of trade rights in the West
Indies.Alexander Hamilton served as the first secretary of the treasury, often clashing with
Thomas Jefferson, the nation’s first secretary of state.June 5, 1794: Congress passes the
NEUTRALITY ACT, which forbids U.S. citizens from enlisting in the service of a foreign
government and bans the outfitting of armed foreign vessels in U.S. ports.July–November, 1794:
In the WHISKEY REBELLION, small farmers in western Pennsylvania stage an open revolt
against a 1791 U.S. FEDERAL TAX ON WHISKEY PRODUCERS, comparing the tax to the
Stamp Act of 1765, which helped fuel the American Revolution. In response, Washington calls
up 15,000 militia from Virginia, Maryland, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. After attempts to reach
a negotiated settlement fail, he follows Hamilton’s advice and orders the militia to forcibly put
down the rebellion, displaying the use of federal power to enforce a federal law within a
state.November 19, 1794: In JAY’S TREATY, Great Britain agrees to withdraw its troops from the
Northwest Territory by 1796, to pay the United States $10 million in reparations for seized ships,
and to open ports in the British West Indies to very limited U.S. trade. In return, the United States
agrees to establish commissions to settle pre- Revolutionary War debts owed to British
creditors, and to allow British subjects to continue trading fur on U.S. soil.January 29, 1795:
Congress passes the NATURALIZATION ACT. The law requires noncitizens to live in the United
States for at least five years before they are permitted to apply for naturalized
citizenship.January 31, 1795: ALEXANDER HAMILTON RESIGNS as secretary as of the
treasury, but he remains active in public life and continues to greatly influence
Washington.March 1795: OPPOSITION TO JAY’S TREATY arises after the terms are made
public. Democratic-Republicans insist that better terms could have been won by threatening to
cut off trade with Great Britain. Southern planters are outraged for the treaty’s failure to
compensate them for the loss of their slaves. Northern merchants complain that the trade



provisions were unsatisfactory.George Washington retired to Mount Vernon after his second
term. He ordered that the slaves on his estate be freed after his wife’s death.On June 24, after
heated debate, the Senate ratifies the agreement, despite Democratic-Republican attempts to
block it by withholding the money to enforce it. Washington reluctantly signs the treaty.October
27, 1795: In PINCKNEY’S TREATY (known officially as the Treaty of San Lorenzo), the United
States and Spain settle their dispute over the southern and western borders of the United
States. Spain recognizes the Mississippi River to be the border to the west and the 31st parallel
as the border to the south. Spain also grants the United States the right to deposit goods at the
port of New Orleans. The treaty helps the United States gain control over its vast western
lands.September 19, 1796: WASHINGTON’S FAREWELL address, which he drafted with the
help of James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and John Jay, is published in the Daily American
Advertiser of Philadelphia. In it, Washington announces that he will not run for a third term. He
condemns the growth of political parties, especially along regional lines, and warns about
protecting the nation’s public credit. He also advises the country to stay clear of permanent
political alliances with other nations.Scandal! The Citizen Genêt AffairIn April 1793, at the height
of the most radical phase of the French Revolution, the French government sent Edmond
Charles Genêt (popularly known as Citizen Genêt) to the United States to win support for
France. Immediately after arriving in Charleston, South Carolina, and before presenting his
credentials to the U.S. government, Genêt began to commission American seamen to serve as
mercenary privateers against British shipping in the West Indies. Enthusiastic pro-French
crowds met Genêt wherever he went as he toured the United States. When he publicly urged
Americans to ignore President Washington’s Neutrality Proclamation, Washington, supported by
both pro-British Federalists and pro-French Democratic-Republicans, demanded that France
recall the envoy. By this time, the new Jacobin government of France had come to power. When
Genêt’s successor arrived in America in 1794 to arrest Genêt, Washington refused to permit his
extradition, recognizing that Genêt would face execution in France. Thus, Genêt remained in the
United States, became an American citizen, and married one of the daughters of Governor
George Clinton of New York.Two days before his death, Washington remarked, “I go hard, but I
am not afraid to die.” Washington’s Life U.S. & World Events1789Washington is elected the first
president of the United States.1790The U.S. capital relocates temporarily to Philadelphia while
planning for a new site on the banks of the Potomac River begins.1792Washington is reelected
to a second term.1793French King Louis XVI is guillotined. The Reign of Terror begins.1794Eli
Whitney invents the cotton gin, making short-staple cotton profitable and increasing the demand
for slaves in the American South.British poet and illustrator William Blake publishes Songs of
Experience.1796Washington declines to seek a third term and retires to Mount
Vernon.1798Ireland, led by the revolutionary Wolfe Tone, rises against British rule. The revolt
fails.1799Washington dies on December 14 in Mount Vernon, Virginia.John Adams2nd
President (1797–1801)“There are two types of education … One should teach us how to make a
living, and the other how to live.”John Adams once said of himself, “I do not say when I became



a politician, for that I never was.” Nonetheless, political maneuvering between the nascent
Federalist and Democratic-Republican political parties marked Adams’s single term as
president. The two parties were born during the Washington administration, but it was not until
the Adams presidency that their rivalry reached full flower; even though both Washington and
Adams distrusted political parties, Adams believed that it was critical that the federal
government use its powers to unite the young nation and its people with a common sense of
identity and purpose.The second president’s superior intelligence and unscrupulous morality
had helped make him one of the greatest of the founding fathers; nonetheless, he was
temperamentally unsuited to the task of balancing competing political forces. By his own
admission, he was “puffy, vain, and conceited”—traits that made it difficult for him to win the
loyalty of any members of his own Federalist party, much less the country as a whole.
Furthermore, the threat of war with France brought Adams into conflict with Alexander Hamilton,
who, with many other Federalists, supported war against France. In contrast, Adams believed,
as did Washington, that the United States should remain neutral in the ongoing war in Europe.
Later, he maintained that sustaining this neutrality throughout his term was one of his chief
accomplishments as president.Unfortunately, the means that Adams used in achieving this
success only deepened the divisions in the country. The Alien and Sedition acts, passed in
1798, granted Adams broad new powers to arrest virtually anyone who criticized his policies.
Historians have argued that his mistake was to confuse uniform public opinion with a united
nation. Moreover, when Adams signed the peace treaty with France in 1800, he further angered
anti-French forces in his own party. Defeated by Thomas Jefferson in the 1800 presidential
election, Adams left Washington without attending Jefferson’s inauguration. Years later when his
son John Quincy was elected to the presidency, Adams communicated to him, “No man who
ever held the office of president would congratulate a friend on obtaining it.”Biographical
FactsBorn: October 30, 1735, in Braintree (Quincy), MassachusettsAncestry: EnglishFather:
John Adams; born January 28, 1691, in Braintree(Quincy), Massachusetts; died May 25, 1761,
in Braintree(Quincy), MassachusettsFather’s Occupation: Farmer; cordwainerMother: Susanna
Boylston Adams; born March 5, 1699, in Brookline,Massachusetts; died April 17, 1797, in
Quincy, MassachusettsWife: Abigail Smith; born November 11, 1744, in
Weymouth,Massachusetts; died October 28, 1818, in Quincy, MassachusettsMarriage: October
25, 1764, in Weymouth, MassachusettsChildren: Abigail Amelia (1765–1813); John Quincy
(1767–1848);Susanna (1768–1770); Charles (1770–1800);Thomas Boylston (1772–
1832)Home: Peacefield, Quincy, MassachusettsEducation: Attended private schools in
Braintree; received B.A. (1755) and M.A. from Harvard (1758)Religious Affiliation:
UnitarianOccupations before Presidency: Teacher; farmer; lawyer; surveyor; selectmanMilitary
Service: NonePolitical Offices before Presidency: Representative to Massachusetts General
Court; delegate to First and Second Continental Congresses; member of Provincial Congress of
Massachusetts; delegate to Massachusetts Constitutional Convention; commissioner to France;
minister to Netherlands and Britain; U.S. vice presidentPolitical Party: FederalistAge at



Inauguration: 61Occupation after Presidency: WriterDeath: July 4, 1826, in Quincy,
MassachusettsPlace of Burial: First Unitarian Church, Quincy, MassachusettsNickname: Duke
of Braintree; His RotundityWritings: The Works of John Adams; The Adams-Jefferson
Letters;Diary and Autobiography of John Adams; The Papers ofJohn Adams; The Political
Writings of John AdamsElection of 1796About the Election: George Washington declined to run
for a third term, and for the first time, the presidential election was a fierce contest. As in the
previous two elections, the candidate with the highest electoral vote count became president,
while the runner-up became vice president. The Democratic-Republicans chose Thomas
Jefferson as their candidate. John Adams was the favored candidate for the Federalists, but
Alexander Hamilton rallied Southern electors to support the presumed Federalist vice
presidential candidate, Thomas Pinckney of South Carolina. When word of Hamilton’s plan
leaked out, Adams’s supporters convinced New England electors not to vote for Pinckney.
Washington himself personally endorsed Adams, and the fate of Hamilton’s plan was sealed.
Following a bitter campaign in which Jefferson’s supporters accused Adams of wishing to be
king and Adams’s supporters charged Jefferson with demagoguery, Adams squeaked out a
victory by the slimmest of margins, receiving only three more electoral votes than Jefferson.
Adams was elected president, and Jefferson became vice president. It was the only time the
country had a president and vice president from rival political parties.Adams’s Term 1797–
1801April 30, 1797: The French become enraged when the U.S.–BRITISH JAY TREATY takes
effect because it does not guarantee U.S. trade rights with France. They begin seizing American
ships and cargoes, and they refuse to receive U.S. minister Charles Cotesworth Pinkney, who
President John Adams has sent to Paris to secure friendly relations.January 8, 1798: The
ELEVENTH AMENDMENT to the Constitution of the United States is passed. It declares that
federal courts cannot decide cases involving individuals from different states.May 3, 1798:
Separating naval forces from land forces, Congress establishes the DEPARTMENT OF THE
NAVY in preparation for a possible war with France.May 28, 1798: PREPARING FOR WAR,
Congress empowers Adams to enlist 10,000 men for service. It also authorizes Adams to
instruct commanders of ships of war to seize armed French vessels attacking American
merchants along the coast.June 18, 1798: Congress passes a new NATURALIZATION ACT. It
requires foreign-born residents of the United States to have lived in the United States for at least
14 years before becoming naturalized citizens. They also have to declare their intent to become
citizens at least five years before they are legally granted citizenship.June 25, 1798: The ALIEN
ACT, passed by Congress, grants Adams the power to deport any foreigner he deems
potentially dangerous to the country’s safety.July 2, 1798: ADAMS APPOINTS GEORGE
WASHINGTON commanding general of the U.S. military.July 6, 1798: THE ALIEN ENEMIES
ACT is passed. The law allows the U.S. government to arrest any citizen of an enemy power who
resides in, or visits the United States in times of declared war.July 14, 1798: Virtually nullifying
the First Amendment freedoms of speech and press, the SEDITION ACT is enacted. It makes all
American citizens subject to fines or prison should they be found “obstructing the



implementation of federal law, or for publishing malicious or false writings against Congress, the
president, or the government.”Quote by Adams:“There is danger from all men. The only maxim
of a free government ought to be to trust no man living with power to endanger the public
liberty.”“A Constitution of Government once changed from Freedom, can never be restored.
Liberty, once lost, is lost forever.”Quote about Adams:“He is distrustful, obstinate, excessively
vain, and takes no counsel from anyone.”—Thomas JeffersonFirst Lady: Abigail Smith
AdamsBorn in the Massachusetts village of Weymouth, like most women of her time, Abigail
Smith received no formal education. Instead, she was taught at home by her grandmother. Still,
throughout her life, she was known for her deep intelligence. After she married John Adams in
1764, Abigail Adams worked as his close partner, traveling with him on diplomatic missions to
Europe. When she remained at home, she corresponded with him frequently. Her letters speak
volumes about a woman who stayed at home to struggle with wartime shortages and inflation.
She ran the farm with almost no help and taught four children when formal education was
interrupted. One of her best known pieces of advice to her husband was to “remember the
ladies” while he attended the Continental Congress. Her grandson Charles Francis Adams
published a nearly complete collection of her letters in 1841, and again in 1876.Abigail handled
the role of the First Lady with dignity and tact, even coping with life in an executive mansion still
under construction. So forceful was she that after her husband took office, his political rivals took
to calling her “Mrs. President.”November 16, 1798: The Kentucky legislature adopts the
KENTUCKY RESOLUTION, written by Thomas Jefferson. The resolution argues that states
have the right to override federal powers not outlined in the U.S. Constitution.February 9, 1799:
The United States 38-gun frigate Constellation captures the French ship L’Insurgente near the
island of St. Kitts in the first American victory in the undeclared war known as the QUASI-
WAR.March 30, 1799: Adams selects William Vans Murray, Chief Justice Oliver Ellsworth, and
North Carolina governor Davie to serve as U.S. ENVOYS TO FRANCE after Talleyrand assures
the United States that France will receive them with respect.February 1, 1800: The USS
Constellation defeats the French ship La Vengeance on the high seas.May 7, 1800:
CONGRESS DIVIDES THE NORTHWEST TERRITORY into two parts, with the border being a
line drawn at the junction of the Ohio and Kentucky rivers.September 30, 1800: The Quasi-War
ends as French and American diplomats sign the TREATY OF MORTFONTAINE in
Paris.November, 1800: CONGRESS MEETS IN WASHINGTON for the first time and Adams
moves into the new Executive Mansion.November 11, 1800: ADAMS IS DEFEATED BY
THOMAS JEFFERSON in the presidential election.January 20, 1801: Adams appoints JOHN
MARSHALL as chief justice of the Supreme Court.February 27, 1801: The JUDICIARY ACT
reduces the number of Supreme Court justices to five, and creates 16 circuit courts. Determined
to ensure Federalist control over the judiciary, Adams uses the law to make more than 200
MIDNIGHT APPOINTMENTS of federal judges and other officials. He makes his last
appointment at 9 P.M. on March 2—the night before Jefferson’s inauguration.March 3, 1801:
Adams leaves Washington, D.C., alone, without attending Jefferson’s inauguration.Adams’s



AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1797, at Federal Hall, Philadelphia, PennsylvaniaVice
President: Thomas JeffersonSecretary of State: Timothy Pickering; John Marshall (from June 6,
1800)Secretary of the Treasury: Oliver Wolcott, Jr.; Samuel Dexter (from January 1,
1801)Secretary of War: James McHenry; Samuel Dexter (from June 12, 1800)Attorney General:
Charles LeePostmaster General: Joseph HabershamSecretary of the Navy: Benjamin
StoddertSupreme Court Appointments: BushrodWashington (1798); Alfred Moore (1799);John
Marshall, Chief Justice (1801)5th Congress: (March 4, 1797–March 4, 1799)Senate: 20
Federalists;12 Democratic-RepublicansHouse: 58 Federalists;48 Democratic-Republicans6th
Congress: (March 4, 1799–March 4, 1801)Senate: 19 Federalists;13 Democratic-
RepublicansHouse: 64 Federalists;42 Democratic-Republicans Adams’s Life U.S. & World
Events1735John Adams is born on October 30 in Quincy, Massachusetts.1750Johann
Sebastian Bach completes the Art of the Fugue just before his death at the age of
65.1764Adams marries Abigail Smith.1775–83The Revolutionary War is fought.1776Adams
signs the Declaration of Independence.1796Adams is elected president.1801Thomas Jefferson
takes office after defeating Adams for the presidency.1805Lord Nelson defeats the French Navy
at Trafalgar.1812–14The War of 1812 is fought.1824Adams’s son John Quincy Adams is elected
president.1826Adams dies on July 4 in Quincy, Massachusetts.Thomas Jefferson3rd President
(1801–1809)“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal …”When
Thomas Jefferson entered office in 1801, his reputation as a Renaissance man was already well
established. An inventor, archeologist, naturalist, architect, and violinist who spoke six
languages, he was also the greatest American political thinker of his age. In 1776, he had
crafted the Declaration of Independence as a leading member of the Second Continental
Congress. As governor of Virginia, he had shaped Virginia’s Statute for Religious Freedom. He
had also served as secretary of state under George Washington and vice president under John
Adams. Throughout his political career, he advocated the need for individual liberty, separation
of church and state, strict interpretation of the United States Constitution, and limited federal
government with strictly limited powers. One of his first acts in office was to sharply reduce the
size of the federal budget.Ironically, during his two terms in office, Jefferson is best remembered
for vastly increasing the power of the federal government. In 1803, he doubled the size of the
United States when he authorized the Louisiana Purchase from France for $15 million—even
though the Constitution made no provision that empowered the president to purchase territory
from a foreign power. What is more, once the purchase was made, Jefferson made the federal
government the sole governing authority for the Louisiana Territory.During his stormy second
term in office, Jefferson again wielded the power of the federal government forcefully—though
much less successfully. Frustrated by ongoing interference with American shipping by both
Great Britain and France, Jefferson pushed through the Embargo Act, which closed American
ports to international trade. His attempts to enforce the act only strengthened his Federalist
opposition, who advocated secession from the Union. By the time Jefferson left office in 1809,
he made it clear that his presidency had been a “splendid misery.” When he died on July 4,



1826, fifty years to the day after the signing of his Declaration of Independence, he had already
composed his tombstone. On it, he cited his authorship of the Declaration of Independence, his
founding of the University of Virginia, and his responsibility for Virginia’s Statute for Religious
Freedom. No mention was made of his service as president for eight years.Biographical
FactsBorn: April 13, 1743, in Goochland (now Albemarle) County, VirginiaAncestry:
WelshFather: Peter Jefferson; born February 29, 1708, in Chesterfield County, Virginia; died
August 17, 1757, in Albemarle County, VirginiaFather’s Occupation: Planter; surveyorMother:
Jane Randolph Jefferson; born February 9, 1720, in London,England; died March 31, 1776, in
Albemarle County, VirginiaWife: Martha Wayles Skelton; born October 19, 1748, in Charles
CityCounty, Virginia; died September 6, 1782, in Charlottesville, VirginiaMarriage: January 1,
1772, in Charles City County, VirginiaChildren: Martha (1772–1836); Maria (1778–1804);Lucy
Elizabeth (1782–1785); (two other daughters and a son died in infancy)Home: Monticello,
Charlottesville, VirginiaEducation: Private tutoring; attended country school in AlbemarleCounty,
Virginia; received B.A. from College of William and Mary (1762)Religious Affiliation:
NoneOccupations before Presidency: Planter; lawyer; writer; philosopher; scientist;
architectMilitary Service: NonePolitical Offices before Presidency: Member of Virginia House of
Burgesses; county lieutenant; county surveyor; deputy delegate to Second Continental
Congress; member of Virginia House of Delegates; governor of Virginia; commissioner to
France; minister to France; secretary of state; U.S. vice presidentPolitical Party: Democratic-
RepublicanAge at Inauguration: 57Occupation after Presidency: Planter; writer; educatorDeath:
July 4, 1826, at Monticello, Charlottesville, VirginiaPlace of Burial: Monticello, Charlottesville,
VirginiaNickname: The Red FoxWritings: Autobiography; Notes on the State of Virginia; Public
and Private Papers; Addresses; Letters (Library of America)Election of 1800About the Election:
By 1800, President John Adams had lost the support of his own party and had angered the
opposition Democratic-Republicans (led by Thomas Jefferson) by passing the Alien and
Sedition Acts. The efforts of Aaron Burr, the primary Democratic-Republican candidate for vice
president, allowed the Democratic-Republicans to easily carry the South and also win New York.
As in the previous elections, in the election of 1800, each elector voted for two men. This time,
however, it ended in a tie between Jefferson and Burr, and the election was decided in the
Federalist-dominated House of Representatives. On the 36th ballot, the House chose Jefferson,
whom Alexander Hamilton essentially viewed as the lesser of two evils. In future elections,
electors would cast separate ballots for president and vice president.Jefferson’s First Term
1801–1805March 4, 1801: THOMAS JEFFERSON’S INAUGURATION is the first to be held in
Washington, D.C. In his inaugural address, he advocates limited federal government, the rights
of states, and a foreign policy that seeks peace with all nations and “entangling alliances with
none.” He also promises a “frugal government” that would be dedicated to fiscal economy.May
14, 1801: The pasha (ruler) of TRIPOLI DECLARES WAR on the United States after Jefferson
refuses his demand for tribute money exceeding the $80,000 agreed to by treaty. The U.S.,
under its first two presidents, had paid nearly $2 million to the states of Morocco, Algiers, Tunis,



and Tripoli to enable its ships to conduct commerce and trade through the Mediterranean Sea.
Although the U.S. never officially declares war on Tripoli, Jefferson sends a naval squadron to
the Mediterranean Sea on May 20. The conflict does not end until 1805, when the pasha signs a
peace treaty, relinquishing claims on tribute money and giving the U.S. free navigation and trade
rights in the Mediterranean.December 8, 1801: For JEFFERSON’S FIRST ANNUAL MESSAGE
TO CONGRESS, he sends a written letter rather than addressing the Congress in person, as
both Washington and Adams had done during their administrations. All future presidents until
Woodrow Wilson in 1913 will follow Jefferson’s precedent.January 21, 1802: House passes a bill
establishing the United States Military Academy. The academy formally opens at West Point,
New York, on July 4.March 8, 1802: At Jefferson’s insistence, CONGRESS REPEALS THE
JUDICIARY ACT OF 1801. On April 29, a new Judiciary Act restores the number of Supreme
Court justices to six, schedules one term per year for the high court, and establishes six circuit
courts, each one headed by a Supreme Court justice.May 3, 1802: Congress passes an act
incorporating Washington, D.C,. as a city. The mayor of the city is to be appointed by the
president.October 16, 1802: The Spanish administrator of New Orleans bans American vessels
from depositing goods in the port of New Orleans, ending a long-established practice. This
action causes Jefferson great alarm. Louisiana had been French territory until 1762, when it had
ceded the territory to Spain. Jefferson is aware, however, that Spain had secretly returned the
Louisiana Territory to France. He also knows that France, unlike Spain, is an expansionist power,
and France may use its control of the mouth of the Mississippi to hinder the American westward
expansion. Such an act would draw the United States into European conflicts. Jefferson thus
instructs Robert Livingston, U.S. minister to France, to negotiate either for land on the lower
Mississippi River or an irrevocable guarantee of free navigation and trade rights in New
Orleans.High on a cliff overlooking the Hudson River sits the U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, New York.First Lady: Martha Wayles Skelton JeffersonThomas Jefferson’s wife, Martha,
never had the opportunity to serve as First Lady. The physical strain of frequent pregnancies had
seriously weakened her health, and she died 19 years before her husband’s election. Of their
marriage, Jefferson was often quoted as saying that it was “ten years of uncheckered
happiness.”Jefferson never remarried, and when he became president in 1801 he asked his
elder daughter, Martha “Patsy” Jefferson Randolph (pictured above), and Dolley Madison, a
family friend and the wife of Secretary of State James Madison, to act as official hostesses. The
job of hostess held great importance because it went against the mores of the day for women to
attend social events hosted by a single male host.January 12, 1803: Jefferson names James
Monroe minister plenipotentiary to France and instructs him to purchase New Orleans and West
Florida for $2 million, authorizing him to negotiate up to $10 million if necessary. That same
month, Jefferson asks Congress to finance a westward expedition aimed at improving relations
with Native Americans and collecting information about the plants and animals of the region in
order to increase interstate commerce. Congress approves the mission and Jefferson’s personal
secretary, Meriwether Lewis, is selected to lead it. Lewis chooses Captain William Clark, brother



of Revolutionary War hero George Rogers Clark, to serve as his fellow expedition
leader.February 24, 1803: The Supreme Court establishes the power of the judiciary to overrule
congressional law in the case of MARBURY V. MADISON. After Jefferson orders Secretary of
State James Madison to withhold the signed and sealed appointment of William Marbury as
justice of the peace for the District of Columbia, Marbury sues for a writ ordering his
appointment by President Adams be enforced. The Court dismisses Marbury’s suit, arguing that
it has no jurisdiction in the case. Chief Justice John Marshall goes further, arguing that Section
13 of the Judiciary Act of 1789, which empowered the Court to issue such a writ, was
unconstitutional. Thus, the decision becomes the first Supreme Court ruling to strike down a
Congressional law as unconstitutional. The decision establishes the right of the Supreme Court
to review laws passed by Congress or state legislatures.April 11, 1803: Before Monroe even
arrives in Paris to negotiate with France, French foreign minister Talleyrand asks Robert
Livingston how much the United States will pay not just for New Orleans but also for the entire
Louisiana Territory. By this time, France’s failure to prevent a revolt by African slaves in its
territory of Haiti (1794–1804) had convinced Napoleon to focus his empire in Europe. By April,
the LOUISIANA PURCHASE is completed, and the treaty is signed on May 2. The U.S. agrees
to purchase the Louisiana Territory for 60 million francs, or approximately $15 million. The
purchase of 828,000 square miles stretching from the Mississippi River to the Rocky Mountains
effectively doubles the size of the U.S.; however, the agreement does not clearly define
boundaries, leaving ambiguity over the position of west Florida and Texas. In addition, normally
loose-constructionist Federalists condemn Jefferson’s purchase of Louisiana, because the
Constitution does not expressly cover the right of presidents to purchase and govern foreign
territory. They are concerned that any new states would change the balance of power between
the North and the South, allowing pro-agrarian, proslavery, and pro-frontier interests to outweigh
Northern industrial interests. For Jefferson’s part, the typically strict constructionist argues that
the right of the federal government to govern the territory stems from its right to acquire it. By
October, Congress approves the treaty and the United States formally takes control of the
Louisiana Territory in December.Jefferson’s First AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1801, in
SenateChamber, Washington, D.C.Vice President: Aaron BurrSecretary of State: James
MadisonSecretary of the Treasury: Samuel Dexter;Albert Gallatin (from May 14, 1801)Secretary
of War: Henry DearbornAttorney General: Levi LincolnPostmaster General: Joseph
Habersham:Gideon Granger (from November 28, 1801)Secretary of the Navy: Benjamin
Stoddert;Robert Smith (from July 27, 1801)Supreme Court Appointment: William Johnson
(1804)7th Congress(March 4, 1801–March 4, 1803)Senate: 18 Democratic-Republicans;14
FederalistsHouse: 69 Democratic-Republicans;36 Federalists8th Congress(March 4, 1803–
March 4, 1805)Senate: 25 Democratic-Republicans;9 FederalistsHouse: 102 Democratic-
Republicans;39 FederalistsState Admitted:Ohio (1803) Jefferson’s Life U.S. & World
Events1743Thomas Jefferson is born on April 13 in Albemarle County, Virginia.George Frideric
Handel’s Messiah is performed for the first time, in Dublin, Ireland.1755The Seven Years’ War



begins in Europe when Prussia invades Saxony.1769Spanish missionaries form the Mission of
San Diego de Alcala in California. It is the first in a series of Spanish missions in
California.1772Jefferson marries Martha Wayles Skelton. Their daughter Martha is born.1775–
83The Revolutionary War is fought.1776Jefferson writes the Declaration of
Independence.1777As a member of the Virginia House of Delegates, he drafts Virginia’s Statute
for Religious Freedom.1779–81Jefferson serves as Governor of Virginia.Quotes by
Jefferson:“Of all the cankers of human happiness, none corrodes it with so silent, yet so baneful
a tooth, as indolence.… Idleness begets ennui, ennui the hypochondria, and that a diseased
body.”“A little rebellion now and then is a good thing, and as necessary in the political world as
storms in the physical.”“I view great cities as pestilential to the morals, the health and the
liberties of man.”“Books constitute capital. A library book lasts as long as a house, for hundreds
of years. It is not, then, an article of mere consumption but fairly of capital, and often in the case
of professional men, setting out in life, it is their only capital.”Quotes about Jefferson:“He was a
mixture of profound and sagacious observation, with strong prejudices and irritated passions.”—
John Quincy Adams“The principles of Jefferson are the axioms of a free society.”—Abraham
LincolnAugust 31, 1803: The LEWIS AND CLARK EXPEDITION sets out on the Ohio River. The
following May, they begin their journey up the Missouri River with 32 soldiers and 10 civilians.
The winter of 1804 is spent with the Mandan people of present-day North Dakota. While with the
Mandan, the party meets Sacagawea, a Shoshone woman, and her husband, the French fur
trapper Toussaint Charbonneau. The couple serve as Lewis and Clark’s interpreters as they
cross the Bitterroot Mountains of Idaho and continue to the Pacific coast. Sacagawea’s son Jean
Baptiste is born on February 11, 1805. On November 7, 1805, the expedition sights the Pacific
Ocean for the first time and builds Fort Clatsop at the mouth of the Columbia River. By the time
Lewis and Clark return to St. Louis on September 23, 1806, they have collected vast amounts of
new scientific information. Rapid growth in Western settlement and expansion soon
follows.December 12, 1803: Congress passes the Twelfth Amendment, which establishes the
system of casting separate votes for president and vice president. Prior to the amendment,
electors could cast two votes and the candidate winning the majority was elected president,
while the candidate with the second highest majority of votes was elected vice president.
Congress ratifies the amendment on September 25, 1804.The Louisiana Purchase,
encompassing all or part of 15 current U.S. states and two Canadian provinces, doubled the size
of the United States.Election of 1804About the Election: The Twelfth Amendment to the
Constitution, ratified in September 1804, provided for separate voting for president and vice
president, thus preventing a reoccurrence of the Jefferson-Burr tie of 1800. Jefferson, who was
enormously popular due to the Louisiana Purchase, was reelected, easily defeating Charles
Cotesworth Pinckney, the Federalist candidate for president.February 16, 1804: Lieutenant
STEPHEN DECATUR destroys the American frigate Philadelphia, which had been captured by
Tripolitan pirates and converted into a warship.February 25, 1804: Jefferson is unanimously
nominated for reelection, while George Clinton, governor of New York, is nominated for vice



president. The Federalist Party selects Charles Cotesworth Pinckney as its presidential
candidate.July 11, 1804: Former Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton and sitting Vice
President Aaron Burr meet for a duel in Weehawken, New Jersey. Burr shoots and mortally
wounds Hamilton, who dies the next day.Jefferson’s Second Term 1805–1809July 23, 1805: In
the ESSEX DECISION, a British judge rules that British naval ships have the right to seize
American merchant ships unless the owner of the ship can prove that the final destination of the
ship is a U.S. port. The British also claim the right to search the ships for British deserters, and to
impress or force them back into British naval service. The decision allows the British Navy to
impede U.S. trade with France or Spain, which are both at war with Britain.August 9, 1805:
Lieutenant Zebulon Pike begins an expedition to seek the sources of the Mississippi River. In the
second PIKE EXPEDITION, he explores Colorado and New Mexico. On November 15, 1807, he
sights the mountain, which is later named in his honor—Pike’s Peak in Colorado.January 23,
1806: Secretary of State James Madison reports that the British are infringing on American
rights to conduct commerce and violating American rights as a neutral nation. He also reports
that American sailors are being taken prisoner on British ships and impressed to serve under the
British flag.Sacagawea, a Shoshone woman, aided the Lewis and Clark Expedition. In this
image, Sacagawea translates for the Corp of Discovery, as the expedition was sometimes
called, on the Columbia River in present-day Washington. Jefferson’s Life U.S. & World
Events1782Martha Jefferson dies.1784–89Jefferson serves as minister to France.1787The U.S.
Constitution is drafted in Philadelphia.1789The French Revolution begins and lasts until
1799.1790–93Jefferson serves as the first U.S. secretary of state during the Washington
administration.1797–1801He serves as vice president during the Adams administration.1801–
09Jefferson serves as president of the United States.1802The U.S. Military Academy at West
Point, New York, is founded.Jefferson’s Second AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1805, at
Senate Chamber, Washington, D.C.Vice President: George ClintonSecretary of State: James
MadisonSecretary of the Treasury: Albert GallatinSecretary of War: Henry DearbornAttorney
General: John Breckinridge; CaesarA. Rodney (from January 20, 1807)Postmaster General:
Gideon GrangerSecretary of the Navy: Robert SmithSupreme Court Appointments:
BrockholstLivingston (1806); Thomas Todd (1807)9th Congress(March 4, 1805–March 4,
1807)Senate: 27 Democratic-Republicans;7 FederalistsHouse: 116 Democratic-Republicans;25
Federalists10th Congress (March 4, 1807–March 4, 1809)Senate: 28 Democratic-Republicans;6
FederalistsHouse: 118 Democratic-Republicans;24 FederalistsStates Admitted: NoneIn
response, the Senate passes a resolution condemning the BRITISH IMPRESSMENT OF
AMERICAN SEAMEN on February 12.April 18, 1806: After Britain ignores complaints about the
seizure of American ships and the impressment of American sailors, Congress passes a NON–
IMPORTATION ACT, banning a large number of British goods from the American market,
including hemp, flax, brass, and tin.November 21, 1806: Napoleon issues the BERLIN DECREE,
responding to a British blockade of the European coast from the city of Brest, France, to the
mouth of the Elbe River in present-day Germany. Under the decree, France begins a total



blockade of the British Isles and forbids any commerce or communication with them. The decree
also authorizes the seizure of all ships and cargo headed for Britain, including all American
ships.December 31, 1806: In spring 1806, Jefferson had instructed William Pinkney and James
Monroe to negotiate a treaty with Britain that would provide an end to the impressment of
American sailors, restoration of U.S. trade rights in the Caribbean, and payment for all American
ships seized after the Essex decision. Britain offers only a slight compromise on Caribbean
trade, but nothing else. Monroe and Pinkney agree to the treaty, but Jefferson, embarrassed by
its weak terms, does not submit it to Congress. The MONROE-PINKNEY TREATY is never
ratified.June 22, 1807: The British frigate Leopard halts the U.S. frigate Chesapeake, claiming
that four sailors aboard the American ship are British deserters. When the commander of the
American ship refuses to surrender the men, the Leopard opens fire, killing 3 and wounding 18
before taking the 4 accused deserters. On July 2, in response to the CHESAPEAKE– LEOPARD
INCIDENT, Jefferson orders all British warships to leave American waters. In turn, the British
orders increased impressments of British seamen from American government and other neutral
ships.December 18–21, 1807: Jefferson recommends that Congress issue an embargo against
Great Britain and France. Despite Federalist opposition, Congress passes the EMBARGO ACT,
halting virtually all trade with foreign nations and banning American ships from sailing into
foreign ports. It also requires domestic coastal traffic to post bonds worth twice the value of their
cargo to ensure that they do not land anywhere other than a U.S. port. The Embargo Act proves
to be a disaster. Upon its passage, a vast smuggling network is established, with goods often
being carried by land and sea to and from Canada. American ships that are at sea when the act
takes effect stay at sea and continue to trade with cooperation from the British government. The
embargo only benefits the British, because its merchants no longer have to compete with those
from the United States. The act is also useful to France: Napoleon issues the BAYONNE
DECREE, ordering the seizure of all U.S. ships entering ports in France, Italy, and the Hanseatic
towns in present-day Germany. Napoleon reasons that, with the Embargo Act in effect, any U.S.
ships found in European ports must be British vessels with false documents. His savvy strategy
costs U.S. ships about $10 million in cargo.Jefferson’s home at Monticello is one of his crowning
achievements as an architect. The domed mansion on a hill above Charlottesville, Virginia,
features 18-foot ceilings.Scandal! Aaron Burr, ScoundrelAfter Jefferson dropped Aaron Burr as
his running mate for the election of 1804, Burr decided to run for governor of New York. He lost
the battle when fellow New Yorker and former Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton
used his influence to deny him victory.Hamilton suspected that Burr had allied himself with a
group of New Englanders known as the Essex Junto. Members of the Essex Junto were pushing
a plan for New England to secede from the United States. They offered Burr their support in his
governor’s race if he promised that New York would secede as well. When Hamilton declared
Burr “a dangerous man, and one who ought not to be trusted with the reins of government.” Burr
challenged him to a duel. On July 11, 1804, Burr shot and killed Hamilton.Although Hamilton’s
death disgraced Burr, his ambition remained unchecked. Immediately after Hamilton’s death,



Burr contacted the British ambassador to the United States, asking for financial support of a plot
for the Western territories to secede from the United States. Burr wanted to be made the
emperor of the new Western nation; but Britain never supplied Burr with any funds. The plot was
discovered, and Burr was charged with treason. Although he and several associates were
acquitted of the charge, Burr was forced into European exile to avoid prosecution for Hamilton’s
death and other crimes. He eventually returned to the United States where he spent his final
years practicing law in New York City.January 1, 1808: CONGRESS BANS AFRICAN SLAVE
TRADE and orders that slave ships be seized. The fate of slaves on board those ships is to be
left to the state in which the ship is captured. Despite the law, an illegal slave trade will continue
up until the U.S. Civil War in 1861.March 1808: Secretary of State JAMES MADISON easily wins
the presidency after Jefferson declines to run for reelection. Following George Washington’s
example, Jefferson leaves the office after serving two terms.January 9, 1809: Jefferson pushes
the ENFORCEMENT ACT through Congress. The act authorizes severe penalties for anyone
not obeying the Embargo Act. The Enforcement Act only serves to further anger Northerners.
Jonathan Trumbull, governor of Connecticut, asserts that whenever Congress exceeds its
constitutional powers, state legislatures have a duty to protect the people against such unlawful
powers. Other state governments refuse to supply the federal government with the militia
needed to carry out enforcement.February 20, 1809: In the Supreme Court case of U.S. V.
PETERS, Chief Justice John Marshall reasserts the power of the federal government over
individual states.March 15, 1809: Reversing course, Congress repeals the Embargo Act after it
has been in effect for 14 months. It becomes clear to Jefferson that the act will not force
compliance from either Britain or France. In addition, public outcry over the Embargo Act
becomes overwhelming. A milder law is passed called the NON–INTERCOURSE ACT, which
allows unfettered trade with all nations other than Great Britain and France. Three years later,
the United States will be at war with Britain.A nineteenth-century cartoon captures the national
disdain for the Embargo Act, which the press widely lampooned as “Dambargo,” “Mob-Rage,”
“Go-bar-’em,” or “O-grab-me” (the word embargo spelled backward). It depicts federal authority
in the form of a turtle snapping at a merchant smuggling goods out of the country. “Oh, this
cursed ograbme!” he cries. Jefferson’s Life U.S. & World Events1809Jefferson retires to his
home at Monticello.1812–14The War of 1812 is fought.1815Following the burning of
Washington, D.C., during the War of 1812, Jefferson sells his 6,700-volume library to Congress,
thus restoring the Library of Congress.1817The construction of the University of Virginia
(originally Central College) begins. The college is designed by Jefferson.1820The Missouri
Compromise, which admits Maine into the Union as a free state and Missouri as a slave state, is
passed. The law also abolishes slavery in the remainder of the Louisiana Territory.1826Jefferson
dies on July 4 at his home, Monticello, in Charlottesville, Virginia.James Madison4th President
(1809–1817)“In framing a government, which is to be administered by men over men, the great
difficulty lies in this: You must first enable the government to control the governed, and in the
next place, oblige it to control itself.”James Madison is known by two nicknames: Little Jemmy



and the Father of the Constitution. He earned the former label because, standing at only five feet
four inches, Madison was one of the shortest presidents, and the latter because he stands as
one of the towering figures in U.S. history.Like Jefferson, Madison is best known for his
achievements before reaching the presidency. In 1787, he helped shape the debate at the
Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia, and the notes he volunteered to record at the
convention remain one of the greatest sources of insight into the proceedings. Later, even as
supporters dubbed him the Father of the Constitution, he dismissed the title, arguing that the
document was not “the offspring of a single brain,” but “the work of many heads and many
hands.” In addition to the Constitution, he coauthored The Federalist with Alexander Hamilton
and John Jay, essays that collectively became known as The Federalist Papers. The essays
stressed the need for a strong central government, and promoted the U.S. Constitution as the
best model for that government.Despite Madison’s role in The Federalist Papers, he shared
Thomas Jefferson’s distrust of centralized federal power. He believed Hamilton’s policies would
mostly benefit Northern merchants and bankers over the interests of the South.During
Madison’s first term as president, he found himself buffeted by both domestic and international
crises. By the time of his reelection in 1812, he had reluctantly declared war on Britain. Not only
were the British refusing to reverse policy oppressive to American shipping, but ambitious
American expansionists, who wanted to claim British-held territories in the West, were also
urging Madison to declare war.Although Madison’s opponents would refer to the War of 1812 as
“Mr. Madison’s War,” the conflict helped restore his reputation with the public. Even though the
war did not change the status quo, the fact that Little Jemmy had battled the greatest power on
earth to a draw burnished his legacy. His popularity grew, and his final months in office laid the
groundwork for the coming “Era of Good Feelings.”Biographical FactsBorn: March 16, 1751, in
Port Conway, VirginiaAncestry: EnglishFather: James Madison; born March 27, 1723, in Port
Conway, Virginia; died February 27, 1801, in Montpelier, VirginiaFather’s Occupation: Justice of
the peace; vestryman; farmerMother: Eleanor Conway Madison; born January 1732, in Port
Conway,Virginia; died February 11, 1829, in Montpelier, VirginiaWife: Dorothea (Dolley) Payne
Todd; born May 20, 1768, in GuilfordCounty, North Carolina; died July 12, 1849, in Washington,
D.C.Marriage: September 15, 1794, in Harewood, VirginiaChildren: NoneHome: Montpelier,
VirginiaEducation: Early education at Donald Robertson’s school and from private tutor; B.A.
from the College of New Jersey (Princeton) in 1771Religious Affiliation: EpiscopalianOccupation
before Presidency: PoliticianMilitary Service: Colonel, Virginia militiaPolitical Offices before
Presidency: Member of Orange County Committee of Safety; delegate to the Virginia
Convention; member of Virginia Legislature; member of Virginia Executive Council; delegate to
Continental Congress; delegate to Annapolis Convention; delegate to Constitutional Convention;
member of the Virginia Ratification Convention; U.S. congressman; secretary of statePolitical
Party: Democratic-RepublicanAge at Inauguration: 57Death: June 28, 1836, in Montpelier,
VirginiaPlace of Burial: Montpelier, VirginiaNickname: Father of the Constitution, Little
JemmyWritings: The Writings of James Madison; The Papers of JamesMadison; James



Madison: Writings 1772–1836 (Library of America)Election of 1808About the Election: After
eight years of Democratic-Republican rule, the Federalist Party in 1808 was a shadow of its
former self. Alexander Hamilton was dead and John Adams retired. The Federalists were
essentially leaderless. Rather than formally nominating new candidates, they simply ran the two
nominees who had run in 1804—Charles Cotesworth Pinckney for president and Rufus King for
vice president. The Democratic-Republicans nominated Madison after Jefferson personally
chose him as his successor. George Clinton, governor of New York, was nominated for vice
president. Although anger over the Embargo Act helped Pinckney win most of the electoral votes
in New England, he was still handily defeated by Madison.Madison’s First Term 1809–
1813March 4, 1809: MADISON IS SWORN INTO OFFICE by Chief Justice John Marshall, and
his inaugural ball is a lavish celebration. Madison’s inaugural address makes clear that he will
not tolerate foreign interference, foreshadowing the course of action he will take while in office,
namely his declaration of war against Britain in 1812.April 19, 1809: After the British
ambassador assures that some restrictions on American merchant ships would be lifted,
MADISON LEGALIZES TRADE WITH GREAT BRITAIN. When it is later learned that the
ambassador’s assurances are not official British policy, Madison revives the Non-Intercourse
Act.May 1, 1810: Replacing the Non-Intercourse Act, MACON’S BILL NO. 2 authorizes Madison
to reopen trade with Britain and France, with the stipulation that if one of them drops its
restrictions on American shipping by March 3, 1811, the U.S. would again prohibit trade with the
other.August 5, 1810: Napoleon learns of Macon’s Bill No. 2 and instructs his foreign minister to
inform the U.S. that restrictions on U.S. vessels will be loosened if the U.S. declares
nonintercourse with Britain, and lifted only when Britain lifts its restrictions on shipping. When
the French minister implies restrictions had already been lifted, MADISON REOPENS TRADE
WITH FRANCE.October 27, 1810: The UNITED STATES ANNEXES WEST FLORIDA when
Madison proclaims West Florida territory and authorizes its military occupation.November 1810:
Under the assumption that Napoleon has lifted restrictions on American shipping, MADISON
PROHIBITS TRADE WITH BRITAIN—ending any hopes for peace negotiations with the foreign
power.February 20, 1811: Congress allows the CHARTER FOR THE FIRST BANK OF THE U.S.
TO EXPIRE; a renewal of the charter faces severe opposition. Since the bank’s inception,
Democratic-Republicans have questioned its constitutionality, and many are wary of the
significant role British investors have in the bank. In addition to this, the federal bank is also
opposed by advocates for the growing number of state-chartered banks.February 28, 1811:
Madison vetoes a bill that would provide land grants to a Mississippi church.April 6, 1811:
Madison appoints JAMES MONROE as his secretary of state and employs him to negotiate with
Britain about ending restrictions on American shipping.May 16, 1811: After the British warship
Guerrière detains the American ship Spitfire off Sandy Hook, New Jersey, near New York
Harbor, on May 1 and impresses an American-born sailor into service, the U.S. gunboat
President is ordered to protect American ships. En route, the President mistakes the British
sloop-of-war LITTLE BELT for the Guerrière, and when the ship fails to identify itself, fires on it,



killing 9 and wounding 23.September 19, 1811: The U.S. learns that Napoleon had never issued
a decree loosening restrictions on American vessels.November 4, 1811: In the Congressional
elections of 1811, a group of Southern and Western Democratic-Republicans, known as WAR
HAWKS are elected to Congress. Among them are Henry Clay of Kentucky, who becomes
Speaker of the House, and John C. Calhoun of South Carolina, who will chair the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. Clay, Calhoun, and other militant expansionists press for war
against Great Britain, who they accuse of orchestrating Native American attacks on American
frontier settlements.First Lady: Dolley Payne Todd MadisonRaised as a Quaker, Dolley Payne
Todd was a young widow living in Philadelphia when she first formally met James Madison in
spring 1794; they married that September. They had no children of their own, but raised Payne
Todd, Dolley’s son from her previous marriage. Dolley Madison’s long career at the center of
society started when her husband was appointed as Jefferson’s secretary of state in 1801. Her
warm personality appealed to most people. During her husband’s eight-year tenure in the
Cabinet, Dolley occasionally assisted with formal functions at the White House. She later
became the nation’s most famous first lady. She was known for her grace, tact and welcoming
spirit—the ideal hostess who continued to skillfully entertain even in temporary quarters after the
burning of the White House during the War of 1812.November 7–8, 1811: Warriors from the
Shawnee nation raid American troops under GENERAL WILLIAM HENRY HARRISON,
governor of the Indiana Territory. Harrison and his men overcome the Shawnee and destroy their
village at Tippecanoe. His victory at the BATTLE OF TIPPECANOE, celebrated as a heroic
legend, will eventually propel Harrison to the presidency in 1841.April 1, 1812: Congress agrees
to Madison’s proposal for an EMBARGO AGAINST BRITAIN. The embargo comes at a time of
economic hardship in Britain, and its businesses call for the repeal of the ORDERS IN
COUNCIL, which prohibits foreign commerce in forbidden European ports.April 20, 1812: VICE
PRESIDENT GEORGE CLINTON DIES, after serving in that office since 1805 under two
different presidents, Jefferson and Madison.April 30, 1812: LOUISIANA IS ADMITTED as the
18th state.June 1, 1812: Madison sends a message to Congress, giving four reasons for
declaration of war with Britain: the impressments of American sailors; violation of American
neutrality; the blockade of American ports; and Britain’s refusal to repeal the Orders in
Council.June 4, 1812: The U.S. House of Representatives votes 79–49 in favor of war with
Britain.June 16, 1812: BRITAIN REVOKES THE ORDERS IN COUNCIL, but the news does not
reach Congress until after war is declared. The British repeal comes after France officially
repeals its own decrees restricting U.S. trade.June 18, 1812: The Senate votes 19–13 in favor of
war.June 19, 1812: MADISON DECLARES WAR on Britain.June 30, 1812: Following the
outbreak of war, Congress issues interest-bearing treasury notes—the first circulating
currency.Madison’s First AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1809, at House of
Representatives, in Washington, D.C.Vice President: George ClintonSecretary of State: Robert
Smith; James Monroe (from April 6, 1811)Secretary of the Treasury: Albert GallatinSecretary of
War: William Eustis; John Armstrong (from February 5, 1813)Attorney General: Caesar Augustus



Rodney; William Pinkney (from January 6, 1812)Postmaster General: Gideon GrangerSecretary
of the Navy: Robert Smith; Paul Hamilton (from May 15, 1809); William Jones (from January 19,
1813)Supreme Court Appointments:Joseph Story (1811); Gabriel Duvall (1811)11th
Congress(March 4, 1809–March 4, 1811)Senate: 28 Democratic-Republicans;6
FederalistsHouse: 94 Democratic-Republicans;48 Federalists12th Congress(March 4, 1811–
March 4, 1813)Senate: 30 Democratic-Republicans; 6 FederalistsHouse: 108 Democratic-
Republicans;36 FederalistsState Admitted: Louisiana (1812) Madison’s Life U.S. & World
Events1751James Madison is born on March 16 in Conway, Virginia.1754The Winter Palace in
St. Petersburg, Russia, is completed.1762He enrolls at Donald Robertson’s School.1765The
British impose the Stamp Act on the 13 colonies.1769Madison attends Princeton.1775He is
commissioned as colonel of Orange County militia.1776Madison attends the Virginia
Convention.1776–83The Revolutionary War is fought.1777He is elected member of the
Governor’s Council of States.1783The Montgolfier brothers demonstrate the first ascension
balloon in Annonay, France.1784Madison becomes a member of the Virginia House of
Delegates.1787He attends the Constitutional Convention.July 1, 1812: The BRITISH
DISCOVER AMERICAN PLANS to launch an attack on Upper Canada from Detroit when they
capture the personal baggage of American General William Hull.July 12, 1812: Hull and 2,200
men cross the Detroit River into Canada and occupy Sandwich.July 17, 1812: The British
capture an American post on Michilimackinac Island, in the strait of Mackinaw between Lake
Huron and Lake Michigan. Following the British victory, Shawnee leader TECUMSEH ALLIES
WITH THE BRITISH.August 8, 1812: Hull and his men retreat from Sandwich to Detroit, afraid
Tecumseh will cut off American lines of communication.August 15, 1812: In the FORT
DEARBORN MASSACRE, Native Americans kill 86 adults and 12 children at the garrison at Fort
Dearborn (present-day Chicago).August 16, 1812: Fearing another massacre of women and
children, GENERAL HULL SURRENDERS DETROIT to the British. With Detroit under their
command, British forces control Michigan territory and the Lake Erie region. Hull will later be
court martialed for cowardice and neglect of duty.August 19, 1812: The 44-gun USS
CONSTITUTION, commanded by Isaac Hull, defeats the 38-gun British warship Guerrière off
the coast of Nova Scotia.September 17, 1812: Harrison is made brigadier general and receives
orders to retake Detroit. Ten thousand men are placed under his command.October 13–
November 28, 1812: THE NIAGARA CAMPAIGN FAILS when British forces crush an American
attack on Canada from across the Niagara River. Reinforcements from the New York militia had
refused to leave New York.Quotes by Madison:“A popular government without popular
information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps
both.”“I flung forward the flag of the country, sure that the people would press onward and
defend it.”—Explaining his decision to enter the War of 1812Quote about Madison:“Our
President, though a man of amiable manners and great talents, has not I fear those
commanding talents which are necessary to control those about him.”—John C. CalhounThe
USS Constitution, at right, defeats the British warship Guerrière on August 19, 1812. Its victory in



this battle earned the wooden-hulled, three-masted heavy frigate its nickname, Old Ironsides.
This venerable ship is now the oldest commissioned warship afloat in the world.October 17,
1812: The Wasp, a 18-gun sloop commanded by American Captain Jacob Jones, defeats the
British 18-gun brig Frolic 600 miles off the Virginia coast.October 25, 1812: The United States,
commanded by STEPHEN DECATUR, the hero of the Barbary Wars, captures British frigate
Macedonian off the Madeira Islands.November 5, 1812: Madison vetoes a naturalization bill
because he believes it would be subjected “to abuse by aliens having no real purpose of
effectuating naturalization.”December 2, 1812: MADISON IS REELECTED, defeating the antiwar
candidate DeWitt Clinton, governor of New York.December 29, 1812: The Constitution destroys
the 38-gun British frigate Java off the coast of Brazil despite taking heavy damage.January 13,
1813: Madison replaces Secretary of War William Eustis with John Armstrong.January 22, 1813:
AMERICANS ARE DEFEATED AT FRENCHTOWN at the western end of Lake Erie, and 500
Americans are taken prisoners, and 400 are killed in action.Madison’s Second Term 1813–
1817March 25, 1813: The Essex, sailing around the Cape Horn, engages in the first U.S. naval
encounter in the Pacific Ocean.April 15, 1813: GENERAL JAMES WILKINSON TAKES THE
SPANISH FORT AT MOBILE in Alabama and occupies the region from Mobile to the Perdido
River.Election of 1812About the Election: The election of 1812 was essentially a referendum on
Madison’s war policy. Elbridge Gerry, the governor of Massachusetts, replaced George Clinton
as Madison’s vice president, following Clinton’s death. Opposing Madison was DeWitt Clinton,
George Clinton’s nephew, and the Democratic-Republican mayor of New York City. Running as
an independent candidate with New England Federalist support, Clinton ran a campaign both
condemning and supporting the war, depending on the audience that he was addressing. Most
of New England and the mid-Atlantic states favored Clinton, but the Southern and Western
states voted for Madison, giving him enough votes to win the reelection.April 27, 1813:
AMERICANS CAPTURE YORK (present-day Toronto), the capital of Upper Canada. Casualties
are high, however; 320 Americans, including General Zebulon Pike, are killed in a gunpowder
explosion. The Americans torch York’s government buildings, and in turn, British troops set fire to
Washington, D.C., in 1814.May 1–9, 1813: GENERAL HARRISON SUCCESSFULLY DEFENDS
FORT MEIGS at the mouth of the Maumee River against a combined force of the Shawnee and
the British. May 26, 1813: The British blockade is extended to the mouth of the Mississippi River,
affecting ports in New York, Port Royal, Charleston, and Savannah.June 1, 1813: The British 38-
gun frigate Shannon captures the American 38-gun frigate Chesapeake off the coast of
Massachusetts. Among the 146 American casualties is Captain James Lawrence, whose final
order, “DON’T GIVE UP THE SHIP!” becomes a rallying cry for the U.S. Navy.July 27, 1813: The
CREEK WAR BEGINS when a group of American settlers skirmish with a faction of the Creek
nation known as the Red Sticks.August 2, 1813: The AMERICANS SUCCESSFULLY DEFEND
FORT STEPHENSON on the Sandusky River against a British attack; however, Harrison’s
forces are unable to launch their offensive to recapture Detroit because the British still control
Lake Erie.August 30, 1813: In the FORT MIMS MASSACRE, Creek warriors burn Fort Mims in



Alabama. In response, ANDREW JACKSON, then a major general in the Tennessee militia,
organizes a force of 2,000 volunteers. September 10, 1813: Ten vessels under Captain Oliver
Hazard Perry defeat a squadron of six British vessels in the BATTLE OF LAKE ERIE, the
bloodiest of the war. Perry loses 80 percent of the men on board his flagship Lawrence, named
after the martyred captain of the Chesapeake. Despite the loss of life, Perry prevails and
communicates to General Harrison, “We have met the enemy, and they are ours.”September 18,
1813: Having lost control of Lake Erie, the BRITISH EVACUATE DETROIT, despite Tecumseh’s
objections, and begin a retreat northward.October 5, 1813: Now free to move his forces, General
Harrison catches retreating British and Native American forces at Moravian Town on the Thames
River. During the BATTLE OF THE THAMES, Tecumseh is killed. His Native American
Confederacy collapses, and the U.S. secures the Northwest.November 3–9, 1813: Tennessee
volunteers, under Andrew Jackson, destroy Creek settlements at Talishatchee and
Talledega.November 4, 1813: British Prime Minister Lord Castlereagh offers to negotiate a
PEACE TREATY with Madison. The president accepts immediately.November 11, 1813: An
American plan to capture Montreal in a two-pronged attack fails as General James Wilkinson’s
force is defeated, which leads to the retreat of the second force, under General Wade Hampton,
back across the U.S. border.November 16, 1813: BRITISH SHIPS BLOCKADE LONG ISLAND
SOUND, closing all U.S. ports south of New London, Connecticut. Madison’s Life U.S. & World
Events1788Madison writes 29 of The Federalist papers.He is defeated in the election to the
Senate.1789George Washington becomes the first U.S. president.Madison is elected to the U.S.
House of Representatives.1794Madison marries Dolley Todd.1795Napoleon invades
Italy.1798Madison composes the Virginia Resolutions, arguing that individual states have the
right to overturn federal laws that are deemed unconstitutional.1801Jefferson appoints Madison
secretary of state.His father, James Madison Sr., dies.1802Beethoven composes his Moonlight
Sonata.1803The United States purchases the Louisiana Territory from France.1804Napoleon
becomes Emperor of France.December 17, 1813: Congress orders an EMBARGO ON TRADE
WITH BRITISH TROOPS, prohibiting New England and New York merchants from supplying
British troops in Canada. The ban is modified in January 1814 when the citizens of Nantucket
Island off the coast of Massachusetts nearly starve to death.December 29–30, 1813: The
BRITISH RETALIATE for the burning of the Canadian villages of Newark and Queensland, by
capturing Fort Niagara, burning the U.S. settlements of Buffalo and Black Rock, and
encouraging Native American raids on the surrounding countryside.January 22–27, 1814:
Tennessee volunteers are defeated at Emuckfaw, Enotachopco Creek, and Calibee
Creek.March 27, 1814: In the decisive battle of the Creek War, Andrew Jackson’s forces defeat
the Creek at the BATTLE OF HORSESHOE BEND, killing roughly 900 warriors and taking 500
women and children prisoner. In August, one faction of the Creek nation cedes two-thirds of its
lands to the U.S., agreeing to relocate from southern and western Alabama.March 31, 1814: In a
special message to Congress, Madison recommends the repeal of the Embargo and Non-
Importation Acts. The House of Representatives passes this bill on April 7th and the Senate on



April 12th.April 14, 1814: Madison signs a bill authorizing the REPEAL OF THE EMBARGO
AND NON-IMPORTATION ACTS.July 22, 1814: By signing the TREATY OF GREENVILLE,
representatives of the Miami, Seneca, Shawnee, and Wyandot nations agree to end the conflict
with the United States and to declare war on the British.August 19–24, 1814: In late August, the
British devise a plan to divert American forces from Canada by attacking American naval and
military sites along the mid-Atlantic coast. The plan calls for forces under British General Robert
Ross to destroy a flotilla of American gunboats under Commodore Joshua Barney and to attack
both Baltimore and Washington. On August 22, Barney destroys his flotilla rather than
surrendering to the enemy. Two days later, American General William Winder gathers up a rag-
tag force of militia from surrounding states in order to meet the advancing British army of 4,000
soldiers outside Bladensburg, where Madison and several members of his Cabinet have gone
for protection. Winder’s men are quickly routed and withdraw to Georgetown, leaving Barney’s
naval forces to ward off the BRITISH ADVANCE ON WASHINGTON.August 24–25, 1814:
BRITISH TROOPS MARCH INTO WASHINGTON, and set fire to the Capitol, the White House,
most government offices, several homes, and the office of the National Intelligencer newspaper.
U.S. Secretary of the Navy William Jones orders the destruction of the Washington navy yard to
prevent it from falling into British hands. Within a month, Secretary of War John Armstrong
resigns his post, and Secretary of State James Monroe assumes the duty.September 11, 1814:
American naval forces defeat a British fleet at the BATTLE OF LAKE CHAMPLAIN. The victory
gives the Americans undisputed control of the crucial Lake Champlain waterway.September 12–
14, 1814: On September 12, the British army disembarks about 14 miles from Baltimore, while a
British fleet moves on Fort McHenry in Baltimore Harbor. A force of 1,000 guards Fort McHenry.
Due to the strong opposition from American troops, the land assault is slowed before reaching
the heights of Baltimore. American witness Francis Scott Key is inspired to write the words to
“THE STAR SPANGLED BANNER,” which later became the national anthem.Madison’s Second
AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1813, at the House of Representatives in Washington,
D.C.Vice President: Elbridge GerrySecretary of State: James MonroeSecretary of the Treasury:
Albert Gallatin;George W. Campbell (from February 9, 1814);Alexander J. Dallas (from October
14, 1814);William H. Crawford (from October 22, 1816)Secretary of War: John Armstrong;James
Monroe (from October 1, 1814);William H. Crawford (from August 8, 1815);George Graham
(from October 22, 1816)Attorney General: William Pinkney;Richard Rush (from February 11,
1814)Postmaster General: Gideon Granger;Return J. Meigs Jr. (from April 11, 1814)Secretary of
the Navy: William Jones; BenjaminW. Crowninshield (from January 16, 1815)Supreme Court
Appointments: None13th Congress: (March 4, 1813–March 4, 1815)Senate: 27 Democratic-
Republicans; 9 FederalistsHouse: 112 Democratic-Republicans;68 Federalists14th Congress:
(March 4, 1815–March 4, 1817)Senate: 25 Democratic-Republicans; 11 FederalistsHouse: 117
Democratic-Republicans;65 FederalistsStates Admitted: Indiana (1816)October 17, 1814: With
the disarray of American currency during the war, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Dallas
recommends the creation of a SECOND BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. When Congress



passes a diluted version of Dallas’s proposal, President Madison vetoes it.November 7, 1814:
Against orders, General Andrew Jackson seizes the Florida settlement of Pensacola, then
abandons it.December 15–January 5, 1814: Organized by antiwar New England Federalists, the
men who meet at the HARTFORD CONVENTION seek to revise the U.S. Constitution. Using
language similar to that of the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions (written by Jefferson and
Madison, respectively), the delegates threaten to secede New England from the Union. When
the Treaty of Ghent ends the war, however, the convention collapses, and its delegates are
discredited in the wave of patriotic support for President Madison.December 24, 1814: The
TREATY OF GHENT ends the war and restores the United States–Canada border to what it had
been before the war. The peace treaty does not deal with the issues that had started the war:
impressments, blockades, and other naval rights. The Senate ratifies the treaty unanimously on
February 15, 1815.January 1, 1815: Two weeks after the signing of the Treaty of Ghent, Andrew
Jackson and a group of expert Tennessee and Kentucky riflemen decimate a larger force of
British troops at the BATTLE OF NEW ORLEANS. The British casualties amount to a total of
2,036. Americans suffer only eight deaths and 13 wounded. Jackson’s victory makes him a
national hero.January 8, 1815: Jackson and his men inflict heavy losses on the British at the
Battle of New Orleans.January 30, 1815: Thomas Jefferson’s library is purchased to restore the
Library of Congress, which was destroyed in the fire set by British troops in 1814.June 17–30,
1815: The Barbary Coast state of Algiers renews demands for tribute money from American
ships in the Mediterranean. Stephen Decatur captures two Algerian ships and forces the
government of Algiers to release American prisoners and to sign a treaty ending the harassment
of American vessels in the Mediterranean.July 3, 1815: Great Britain agrees to allow American
vessels to trade in the East Indies.July 4, 1815: The cornerstone of the first monument to honor
George Washington is laid at Baltimore, Maryland.April 10, 1816: CONGRESS CREATES THE
SECOND BANK OF THE UNITED STATES as a depository for the government’s money.The
bank does not charge interest, however, for its use, and it pays the federal government a $1.5
billion bonus.December 4, 1816: Named as Madison’s chosen successor, JAMES MONROE IS
ELECTED PRESIDENT. He defeats Federalist candidate Rufus King of New York in a landslide
victory.December 12, 1816: Madison orders the removal of all persons who have illegally
appropriated or settled upon United States public lands.December 3, 1816: In his last State of
the Union Address, Madison suggests that Congress should consider the establishment of a
national bank.December 11, 1816: INDIANA IS ADMITTED as the 19th state.February 7, 1817:
The Gas Light Company of Baltimore is the first commercial gas light company in the United
States. It lights its first gas light at Market and Lemon Streets in Baltimore.March 3, 1817: In his
final days in office, Madison signs a bill establishing Alabama territory, and he VETOES THE
BONUS BILL. John C. Calhoun had proposed that the bonus paid to he federal government by
the Second Bank of the United States be used to create a permanent fund to finance internal
improvements, such as roads connecting the Western states and territories to the Eastern
Seaboard. Monroe argues that a constitutional amendment is needed to give Congress the



power to fund such projects.General Andrew Jackson stands on the parapet of his makeshift
defenses as he rallies his troops to repulse attacking Highlanders, who fought for the British at
the Battle of New Orleans, January 8, 1815. Madison’s Life U.S. & World Events1808Madison is
elected president.1810The U.S. population reaches 7.2 million.1812Madison declares war on
Great Britain.1816Construction of the Erie Canal begins.1817Madison retires to
Montpelier.1820Congress passes the Missouri Compromise.1826Madison becomes rector of
the University of Virginia.He becomes a member of the Board of Rectors, University of
Virginia.1828Andrew Jackson signs the Indian Removal Act.1829Madison’s mother, Eleanor
Conway Madison, dies.1836The siege of the Alamo takes place in Texas.1836Madison dies on
June 28 in Montpelier, Virginia.James Monroe5th President (1817–1825)“The earth was given to
mankind to support the greatest number of which it is capable, and no tribe or people have a
right to withhold from the wants of others more than is necessary for their own support and
comfort.”James Monroe, the last of the “Virginia Dynasty,” became president by paying his dues.
During the Revolution, he fought under the command of George Washington at Valley Forge,
and after the war, he became an aide to Thomas Jefferson, then governor of Virginia.
Throughout his political career, Monroe had a close friendship and professional rivalry with
James Madison. Unlike Jefferson and Madison, however, Monroe was no political philosopher or
scholar. Instead, he was a career politician who had risen from the ranks as an efficient
administrator.Politically, Monroe inherited the Jeffersonian belief in restraining the power of the
federal government. He was a member of the Democratic-Republican Party, and he supported
states’ rights and a pro-French foreign policy. Following a strict construction of the Constitution,
President Monroe vetoed a federal bill to pay for the construction of roads and canals that would
connect the West with the commercial centers of the East because he believed the Constitution
did not authorize such spending.Like the younger generation of Democratic-Republicans who
came to power during the War of 1812, Monroe was a nationalist. He helped negotiate the treaty
with France for the Louisiana Purchase, and he lent his name to the Monroe Doctrine, which
championed the right of the United States and the Americas to be free from European
interference. He authorized the building of a permanent military and oversaw the acquisition of
Florida from Spain.Monroe’s presidency came at a time of transition. The opposing Federalist
Party was collapsing, and Monroe presided over an Era of Good Feelings that was free of
interparty political strife. Despite this amity, deep divisions were developing in American society.
Slavery was becoming a national issue that could no longer be ignored. Nevertheless, just as
the U.S. Constitution, written when James Monroe was a young man, had avoided coming to
terms with the issue, the Missouri Compromise, passed at the end of Monroe’s first term as
president, merely patched together a framework for dividing the nation between free and slave
states.Biographical FactsBorn: April 28, 1758, in Westmoreland County, VirginiaAncestry:
ScottishFather: Spence Monroe; born Westmoreland County, Virginia; died 1774 in
Westmoreland County, VirginiaFather’s Occupation: Carpenter; farmerMother: Elizabeth Jones
Monroe; born King George Country, VirginiaWife: Elizabeth Kortright; born June 30, 1768, in



New York; died September 23, 1830, in Oak Hill, VirginiaMarriage: February 16, 1786, in New
York, New YorkChildren: Eliza Kortright Monroe (1786–1835), James Spence Monroe (1799–
1800); Maria Hester Monroe (1803–50)Home: Ash Lawn, Charlottesville, Virginia; Oak Hill,
Loudoun County, VirginiaEducation: Parson Campbell’s school; College of William and
MaryReligious Affiliation: EpiscopalianOccupation before Presidency: LawyerMilitary Service:
Lieutenant colonel in Third Virginia Regiment and Continental armyPolitical Offices before
Presidency: Military commissioner for southern army; representative to Virginia Legislature,
Virginia Assembly; member of Governor Jefferson’s Council; representative to Virginia House of
Delegates, Continental Congress, U.S. senator; minister to France, England; governor of
Virginia; secretary of state; secretary of warPolitical Party: Democratic-RepublicanAge at
Inauguration: 58Occupation after Presidency: WriterDeath: July 4, 1831, in New York, New
YorkPlace of Burial: Hollywood Cemetery, Richmond, VirginiaNickname: The Last Cocked Hat;
Era-of-Good-Feeling PresidentWritings: The Political Writings of James MonroeElection of
1816About the Election: The choice of the Democratic-Republican presidential nominee was
initially divided between James Monroe and William Harris Crawford of Georgia. Eventually,
Monroe secured the nomination by 11 votes. He was the logical choice to succeed Madison
since he had served as his secretary of state and secretary of war during the War of 1812.
Taking advantage of the wave of national patriotism that followed the war’s end, he received the
electoral votes of all but three states: Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Delaware. These votes
went to Rufus King, the nominee of the Federalist Party.Monroe’s First Term 1817–1821March 4,
1817: MONROE’S INAUGURAL ADDRESS reflects the nation’s present state of transition. A
new generation of Democratic-Republicans has emerged since the war—one that is conducive
to the principles of the dying Federalist Party—and Monroe also adapts his beliefs to incorporate
Federalist principles. With the War of 1812 fresh on his mind, he proposes the establishment of
an adequate federal military, funding for national improvements, such as interstate roads and a
stable national banking system.April 28–29, 1817: In signing the RUSH-BAGOT AGREEMENT,
Britain and the United States agree to disarm their forces on the Great Lakes.July 12, 1817:
After Monroe visits Boston on a national goodwill tour, a Boston newspaper, the Columbian
Centinal, proclaims the present time to be an “Era of Good Feelings.” The term gains national
popularity.December 26, 1817: Members of the Seminole tribe in Spanish-held Florida attack
American settlements along the Georgia border in response to U.S. raids seeking out runaway
slaves. Monroe orders GENERAL ANDREW JACKSON to pursue the hostile Seminole across
the border into Florida. After Jackson accomplishes this, he writes to Monroe that he plans to
take possession of Florida. The president does not respond.April 7–May 24, 1818: ANDREW
JACKSON INVADES FLORIDA, seizing St. Marks in April and Pensacola in May, just as
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams is negotiating with Spain for the purchase of Florida.
Jackson captures and executes two British traders, igniting popular outrage in Britain. The
British government, however, fails to respond to the situation, and Monroe makes no move to
punish Jackson because his exploits are praised by the general population.October 20, 1818: In



the CONVENTION OF 1818, the border between the United States and Canada is fixed along
the 49th parallel from the Lake of the Woods in present-day Minnesota to the Rocky Mountains.
No border is set for the Oregon territory west of the Rockies, placing this area under joint
occupancy between the U.S. and Britain. Both American and British subjects freely settle in
Oregon for the next 10 years.November 18, 1818: During his NEGOTIATIONS WITH SPAIN over
the purchase of Florida, Secretary of State John Quincy Adams defends Jackson’s invasion as
self-defense and accuses Spain of aiding and abetting the Seminole attacks on Americans. He
suggests that if Spain is unable to stop the Seminole attacks on American settlements, it should
cede the Florida territory to the United States.February 2, 1819: In the case of TRUSTEES OF
DARTMOUTH COLLEGE V. WOODWARD, Supreme Court Chief Justice John Marshall rules
that a charter given to a private corporation is protected from interference by state legislatures
by the contract clause of the Constitution. In 1816, the New Hampshire legislature had
attempted to change the college into a state institution by transferring the control of trustee
appointments to the governor. The New Hampshire court had ruled in favor of the state, but this
decision is overturned by the federal court, which emphasizes the term contract as a transaction
between private parties, and not between the government and its citizens.First Lady: Elizabeth
Kortright MonroeElizabeth Kortright was an unlikely match for James Monroe; her father, Captain
Lawrence Kortright, had made a fortune privateering during the French and Indian War and took
no active role in the War for Independence. Monroe, on the other hand, was a patriot veteran
with little money. But the couple fell in love after meeting in New York City in 1785.As First Lady,
Elizabeth Monroe came under criticism for her absence at formal functions and for her lack of
interest in paying social calls upon her neighbors. She and her elder daughter, Eliza, also
offended certain circles by creating a formal atmosphere at the executive mansion common to
European courts, in contrast to Dolley Madison’s expansive social style. Elizabeth is also
remembered for saving the life of Madame de Lafayette, made possible by a prison visit that
saved the Frenchwoman from certain beheading in 1794, while Monroe was serving as
ambassador to France.February 22, 1819: Under pressure, Spain signs the ADAMSONIS
TREATY, withdrawing its claims on west Florida and ceding all of east Florida to the United
States. In return, the United States renounces its claim to Texas. The treaty also set the western
borders of the Louisiana Territory at the mouth of the Sabine River on the Gulf of Mexico along
the Red and Arkansas Rivers and the 42nd parallel to the Pacific Ocean. The treaty is ratified by
the U.S. Senate two years later.March 6, 1819: In MCCULLOCH V. MARYLAND, the Supreme
Court rules that Congress has the power to incorporate a national bank. Chief Justice Marshall
uses Alexander Hamilton’s doctrine of implied powers to rule that the bank’s creation was
constitutional. Declaring “the power to tax involves the power to destroy,” Marshall also denies
Maryland the right to tax the Baltimore branch of the bank.January 31, 1820: The merchant ship
Elizabeth, chartered by the AMERICAN COLONIZATION SOCIETY (ACS), leaves New York for
west Africa in order to establish a colony of free African Americans. One of the founders of the
ACS, Monroe had advocated sending black Americans to Africa ever since his tenure as



Virginia’s governor. As president, he persuades Congress to appropriate $100,000 for the
mission and offers the ACS federal aid in gaining territory. When the colony of Liberia is founded,
the capital is named Monrovia in Monroe’s honor.March 6, 1820: Monroe signs the MISSOURI
COMPROMISE, which admits Maine as a free state, and Missouri as a slave state. It also bans
slavery from the remainder of the Louisiana Territory north of the line 36° 30´. By 1819, both
Missouri andMaine had sought admission to the Union—at a time when states were divided
equally between slave and free. Northerners opposed the admission of Missouri as a slave
state, fearing that it would allow other slave territories to join the Union. Southerners, however,
would not support any legislation banning slavery in Missouri.April 20, 1820: Congress passes
the LAND ACT, abolishing the credit system and requiring cash payments for all public land
purchases.Monroe’s First AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1817, at the Capitol in
Washington, D.C.Vice President: Daniel D. TompkinsSecretary of State: John Quincy
AdamsSecretary of the Treasury:William Harris CrawfordSecretary of War: John C.
CalhounAttorney General: Richard Rush; William Wirt (from November 15, 1817)Postmaster
General:Return J. Meigs, Jr.Secretary of the Navy: Benjamin Crowninshield; Smith Thompson
(from January 1, 1819)Supreme Court Appointments: NoneFifteenth Congress(March 4, 1817–
March 4, 1819)Senate: 34 Democratic-Republicans;10 FederalistsHouse: 141 Democratic-
Republicans;42 FederalistsSixteenth Congress(March 4, 1819–March 4, 1821)Senate: 35
Democratic-Republicans; 7 FederalistsHouse: 156 Democratic-Republicans:27
FederalistsStates Admitted: Mississippi (1817);Illinois (1818); Alabama (1819); Maine (1820)
Monroe’s Life U.S. & World Events1758James Monroe is born on April 28 in Westmoreland
County, Virginia.1759French Canada falls to Great Britain at the Battle of Quebec.1775Monroe
drops out of William and Mary to join the army.1775–83The Revolutionary War is
fought.1776Monroe is wounded at the Battle of Trenton.1780Thomas Jefferson tutors Monroe in
law.1783Monroe is elected to the Continental Congress.1785Congress establishes the dollar as
the official currency of the United States.1786Monroe marries Elizabeth Kortright.1787The
Constitutional Convention is held.1789George Washington becomes the first president of the
United States.1793King Louis XVI of France is beheaded.1794Washington appoints Monroe as
minister to France.Quotes by Monroe:“There is every reason to believe that our system will soon
attain the highest degree of perfection of which human institutions are capable.”“The American
continents … are henceforth not to be considered as subjects for future colonization by any
European powers.”—The Monroe Doctrine, 1823Quote about Monroe:“His virtue was not in
flying high but in walking orderly, his talents were exercised not in grandeur but in mediocrity.”—
Arthur Styron, Monroe biographerMonroe’s Second AdministrationInauguration: March 5, 1821,
at House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.Vice President: Daniel D. TompkinsSecretary of
State: John Quincy AdamsSecretary of the Treasury: William H. CrawfordSecretary of War: John
C. CalhounAttorney General: William WirtPostmaster General: Return Jonathan Meigs, Jr.; John
McLean (from July 1, 1823)Secretary of the Navy: Smith Thompson; Samuel L. Southard (from
September 16, 1823)Supreme Court Appointment:Smith Thompson (1823)Seventeenth



Congress(March 4, 1821–March 4, 1823)Senate: 44 Democratic-Republicans;4
FederalistsHouse: 158 Democratic-Republicans;25 FederalistsEighteenth Congress(March 4,
1823–March 4, 1825)Senate: 44 Democratic-Republicans;4 FederalistsHouse: 187 Democratic-
Republicans;26 FederalistsState Admitted: Missouri (1821)The new law is a response to the
credit inflation created by the PANIC OF 1819, the nation’s first significant financial crisis, when
the nation’s banks began recalling loans, foreclosing mortgages, and forcing people from their
homes and farms. The Land Act of 1820 makes land more affordable and allows new
opportunities for the American population.May 15, 1820: To combat the continuing illegal slave
trade, Congress agrees to reward $50 to anyone informing authorities about an illegally imported
African slave.December 6, 1820: In an uncontested election, JAMES MONROE WINS A
SECOND TERM.Monroe’s Second Term 1821–1825March 5, 1821: Because March 4, the
assigned day for a president’s inauguration, falls on a Sunday, President Monroe sets a
precedent by ordering that his INAUGURATION DAY be delayed until the following
day.September 4, 1821: Alexander I, Czar of Russia, extends RUSSIAN TERRITORIAL CLAIMS
to south of the 51st parallel in Oregon Territory. He also orders that the waters surrounding these
territories be placed off limits to other nations.December 21, 1821: Secretary of War John C.
Calhoun announces his intent to run for president in 1824. He eventually withdraws his name
and runs for vice president. The collapse of the Federalist Party, and popular opposition to
Congress choosing candidates, results in the presidential nominating process falling to state
legislatures.March 8, 1822: President Monroe calls for U.S. RECOGNITION OF NEW LATIN
AMERICAN REPUBLICS.March 22, 1822: The Tennessee legislature nominates GENERAL
ANDREW JACKSON to run for president in 1824.June 19, 1822: The United States recognizes
the former Spanish colony of Colombia.October 20, 1822: At the CONGRESS OF VERONA,
European leaders discuss Spain and its American colonies. Despite protests from Great Britain,
members of the Holy Alliance of France, Austria, Russia, and Prussia agree to allow a French
intervention in Spain. France also requests that its allies invade Spain’s colonies in South
America, but the issue is not decided. The following year, when Britain attempts to secure a
promise from France that it will not intervene in the Americas, France refuses.November 18,
1822: The Kentucky legislature nominates HENRY CLAY to run for president in 1824.December
12, 1822: The United States recognizes the former Spanish colony of Mexico.January 27, 1823:
The United States recognizes the former Spanish colony of Argentina.July 17, 1823: Secretary
of State John Quincy Adams strongly protests Russian claims on lands in the Oregon territory,
stating that all parties “should assume distinctly the principle that the American continents are
no longer subjects for any new European colonial establishments.”Election of 1820About the
Election: Because the Federalist Party had disintegrated by the 1820 election, Monroe ran
unopposed for reelection. His secretary of state, John Quincy Adams, received one electoral
vote from New England to allow George Washington to remain the only president elected
unanimously. Some sources maintain that the solitary vote cast by William Plumer of New
Hampshire was to show his opposition to the “Virginia dynasty of presidents.” The full amount of



235 electoral votes for the president and vice president were not cast due to the deaths of three
electors.August 20, 1823: BRITAIN PROPOSES A JOINT ANGLO-U.S. ALLIANCE against
European intervention in the Americas. American Ambassador Richard Rush says that
President Monroe might favor the agreement if Britain recognizes the new Latin American
republics. Monroe discusses the matter with both Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, who
support the British plan. Secretary of State Adams proposes that the United States announce its
own policy rather than act in the shadow of Great Britain.October 9, 1823: France finally agrees
to disavow any claims on former Spanish colonies in the Americas.December 2, 1823: President
Monroe adopts Adams’s advice on foreign intervention, but rejects his plan to convey the new
U.S. policy in a series of communications to other nations. Instead, he announces it to Congress
in his annual message. The statement, known as the MONROE DOCTRINE, contains the
following key points: 1) that the Americas are a unique and separate political system from the
European system; 2) that the Americas will no longer be considered subjects of European
colonization; 3) that the United States will consider any European attempt to colonize American
territory a direct threat to the safety of the United States; and 4) that the United States will not
interfere with existing European colonies in the Americas, intervene in the internal affairs of
European nations, or take part in any European wars that do not directly impact the
Americas.Speaker of the House Henry ClayFebruary 14, 1824: Congress nominates a
presidential candidate for the last time—Secretary of the Treasury William H. Crawford.February
15, 1824: The Massachusetts legislature nominates Secretary of State John Quincy Adams as a
candidate for president.March 30, 1824: Promoting the TARIFF OF 1824, Speaker of the House
Henry Clay describes the U.S. economic policy of tariffs and internal improvements as the
“AMERICAN SYSTEM” of expanding domestic trade and lowering dependence on foreign
goods.April 14, 1824: Russia agrees to withdraw claims to a portion of the Oregon Territory, and
to pull back to the 54°4O’ line. It also promises to lift restrictions on waters surrounding American
territories. In return, the United States withdraws its claims to land north of the 54°40´ line.April
30, 1824: Congress passes a bill authorizing the president to order surveys for INTERNAL
IMPROVEMENTS, such as the building of roads and canals.December 1, 1824: The election of
1824 is thrown into the House of Representatives after none of the candidates wins the 131
electoral votes required for victory. On February 9, 1825, the House decides the election in favor
of John Quincy Adams. Monroe’s Life U.S. & World Events1796Monroe is recalled from France
for misrepresenting American policy.1803He helps negotiate the Louisiana
Purchase.1804Aaron Burr kills Alexander Hamilton in a duel.1806Monroe negotiates the
Monroe-Pinkney Treaty with Britain.1811Madison selects Monroe as secretary of state.1812The
War of 1812 begins.1814Monroe becomes secretary of war.1816Monroe is elected
president.1818English novelist Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein; or the Modern Prometheus, is
published.1820Monroe is reelected.1829French photographer Louis Daguerre accidentally
discovers that an iodized silver plate exposed to light can produce images when the plate is
fumed with mercury vapor.1831Monroe dies on July 4 in New York City.PRESIDENTSOF A



YOUNG NATIONJohn Quincy Adams6th President (1825–1829)“Courage and perseverance
have a magical talisman, before which difficulties disappear and obstacles vanish into air.”John
Quincy Adams had a grand vision for America. The United States he saw was a bustling web of
commerce, linked together by an expanding network of canals and national highways. It was a
world’s leader in science and other intellectual pursuits—a nation where a grand network of
government observatories would study the universe, where a national university would instill in
citizens a love of arts and literature, and where the base maneuvering of political parties would
be set aside for the national good.If vast experience, unassailable ethics, and deep intelligence
was what was required of a great president, John Quincy Adams might have been one of the
greatest in American history. Educated in Europe and at Harvard College, Adams spoke several
languages. He began a long career at the age of twenty-seven, serving as minister to the
Netherlands, followed by postings to Prussia, Russia, and Great Britain. He negotiated the end
of the War of 1812 for James Madison and the cessation of Florida to the United States by Spain
for James Monroe. He was also responsible for the Monroe Doctrine.Even so, Adams was a
failure as president. The circumstances behind the election of 1824, in which the House chose
him over Jackson—despite Jackson winning more popular votes—guaranteed him difficulties. A
sober personality, lack of social skill, and his refusal to replace pro-Jackson men within his own
administration only made things worse, and he never built his own network of loyal supporters.
By the time Jackson defeated him in 1828, Adams had already proclaimed that he could
“scarcely conceive a more harassing, wearying, teasing existence” than being president.Adams
continued to serve the public after the presidency. In 1830, he became the only ex-president to
be a member of the House of Representatives. A leading antislavery voice in Congress, he
argued a case in front of the U.S. Supreme Court in 1841, and won freedom for enslaved
Africans who had mutinied on board the ship Amistad and killed the captain.Adams continued to
serve his country until the end of his life, suffering a massive stroke on the House floor on
February 21, 1848. He died two days later at the age of eighty.Biographical FactsBorn: July 11,
1767, in Braintree (Quincy), MassachusettsAncestry: EnglishFather: John Adams; born October
30, 1735, in Braintree (Quincy), Massachusetts; died July 4, 1826, in Quincy,
MassachusettsFather’s Occupation: Lawyer; U.S. vice president; U.S. presidentMother: Abigail
Smith Adams; born November 11, 1744, in Weymouth, Massachusetts; died October 28, 1818,
in Quincy, MassachusettsWife: Louisa Catherine Johnson; born February 12, 1775, in London,
England; died May 14, 1852, in Washington, D.C.Marriage: July 26, 1797, in London,
EnglandChildren: George Washington (1801–1829); John (1803–1834); Charles Francis (1807–
1886); Louisa Catherine (1811–1812)Home: Peacefield, Quincy, MassachusettsEducation:
Studied in Paris, Amsterdam, Leyden, and The Hague; received B.A. from Harvard (1787);
studied law with Theophilus Parsons (1788–90)Religious Affiliation: UnitarianOccupations
before Presidency: Lawyer; professorMilitary Service: NonePolitical Offices before Presidency:
Minister to the Netherlands; minister to Prussia; Massachusetts state senator; U.S. senator;
minister to Russia; minister to Great Britain; secretary of statePolitical Party: Federalist until



1808;Democratic-Republican until 1825;National Republican (Whig) thereafterAge at
Inauguration: 57Occupation after Presidency: Congressman; writerDeath: February 23, 1848, in
Washington, D.C.Place of Burial: First Unitarian Church, Quincy, MassachusettsNickname: Old
Man EloquentWritings: Memoirs; Writings of John Quincy AdamsElection of 1824About the
Election: In the 1824 election, 16 of the nation’s states chose their electors for president by
popular vote, while 6 left the choice to state legislatures. In all, four candidates campaigned for
office. On Election Day, Andrew Jackson, the hero of the Battle of New Orleans, won the most
popular and electoral votes. But none of the candidates—Jackson, Adams, Treasury Secretary
William H. Crawford or Senator Henry Clay of Kentucky—won the majority required for election.
Thus the decision fell to the House of Representatives. When Clay was eliminated, he advised
Kentucky’s representatives to vote for Adams, despite instructions from the Kentucky legislature
to vote for Jackson. With Clay’s support, Adams won the election with 13 states to 7 for Jackson
and 4 for Crawford. When Adams selected Clay as his new secretary of state, Jackson’s
supporters charged that Adams and Clay had devised a “corrupt bargain” to steal the presidency
from the popular hero. The charge dogged Adams throughout his term.John Quincy Adams’s
Term 1825–1829March 5, 1825: ADAMS APPOINTS OPPONENTS TO FILL FEDERAL POSTS,
in an effort to place his administration above political divisions. He renominates all political
appointees from the Monroe Administration, as long as they prove themselves competent and
have not committed official misconduct. Included among these nominees are many of Adams’s
political opponents, virtually ensuring that Adams will never build a strong base of support for his
policies. Adams’s situation is made more difficult when Vice President John C. Calhoun uses his
power to appoint Senate committees in order to fill key posts with anti-Adams
senators.December 6, 1825: In his first annual message to Congress, Adams recommends an
ambitious program that includes the construction of roads and canals, the founding of a national
university, the exploration of the west, a national astronomical observatory, the standardization
of weights and measures, and a variety of new laws to promote agriculture, manufacturing,
commerce, arts, literature, and science. Virtually all of ADAMS’S PROPOSALS MEET WITH
RESISTANCE from both Southern advocates of states’ rights, who oppose such expansive new
federal programs, and from supporters of Andrew Jackson, who remain bitter about the 1824
election.December 26, 1825: After the governments of Mexico and Colombia invite the United
States to participate in the PANAMA CONGRESS, a meeting intended to create a union of new
Latin American republics, Adams accepts the invitation and nominates delegates to attend it.
Congress objects, however, because attending the meeting will constitute U.S. interference in
the affairs of a foreign government. Congress also criticizes Adams for accepting the invitation
without first consulting it. Congress ultimately sends two delegates. They do not attend the
conference because one delegate dies en route and the other does not arrive in time.Quote by
John Quincy Adams:“Always vote for principle, though you may vote alone, and you may cherish
the sweetest reflection that your vote is never lost.”Quote about John Quincy Adams:“Of all the
men whom it was ever my lot to accost and to waste civilities upon, he was the most doggedly



and systematically repulsive. With a vinegar aspect, cotton in his leathern ears and hatred in his
heart, he sat … like a bulldog among spaniels.”—W. H. LyttletonFirst Lady: Louisa Catherine
Johnson AdamsBorn to a British mother and an American father, and raised in London, Louisa
Catherine Johnson’s upbringing ensured that she had highly refined social skills. She did not
come to the U.S until four years after she had married John Quincy Adams.The young couple
traveled widely as Adams’s appointment as United States minister took them to Berlin, St.
Petersburg, and London. Louisa’s health weakened while abroad, but as First Lady, she pressed
on to become a leader in Washington society.Although Louisa Adams privately suffered from
bouts of depression, her reputation as an outstanding hostess remained strong. An
accomplished harpist and singer, her music served as a source of solace for herself and
entertainment for others.January 6, 1826: The United States Telegraph, an ANTIADAMS
NEWSPAPER, begins publishing in Washington, D.C. Editor Duff Green of Kentucky is a friend
of Vice President Calhoun. He edits the paper so that it becomes a forum for Calhoun’s
views.January 10, 1827: A bill to increase TARIFFS ON WOOL is introduced by New England
textile merchants seeking protection from British competition. The bill is ultimately rejected by
the Senate with the deciding vote cast by Calhoun.July 30–August 30, 1827: Delegates from 13
states convene in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, to call again for higher tariffs on not only wool but
also hemp, flax, iron, steel, and other goods. The recommendations of the HARRISBURG
CONVENTION are presented to Congress in December, where Southern representatives
oppose them, because the agricultural economy in the South is highly dependent on
international markets and protective tariffs will raise prices on imported goods.May 19, 1828:
With the 1828 election in mind, supporters of Andrew Jackson decide to use the tariffs issue to
further weaken Adams. Jacksonians on the House Committee on Manufactures submit a bill that
contains such high tariffs that no region of the country would vote for it. The expectation of
Jacksonians is that when the bill fails to pass, voters in the contested mid-Atlantic states will
blame Adams for its defeat. Jacksonians would then work to win these voters by assuring the
passage of new steel tariffs. After the committee submits the bill to the House, however, both the
House and Senate pass the bill in May. Nicknamed the TARIFF OF ABOMINATIONS, the bill
gains the support of New Englanders who favor the principles of tariffs, and Western and mid-
Atlantic followers of Jackson, who vote for it primarily to deprive Adams of a campaign
issue.December 3, 1828: Democratic candidate ANDREW JACKSON EASILY DEFEATS
ADAMS in the presidential election.December 19, 1828: The state legislature of South Carolina
adopts eight resolutions calling the Tariff of Abominations unconstitutional. Vice President John
C. Calhoun writes an anonymous essay, titled South Carolina Exposition and Protest, asserting
the right of the states to nullify federal laws. This right is again affirmed by Calhoun in 1832, in
the DOCTRINE OF NULLIFICATION.John Quincy Adams’s AdministrationInauguration: March
4, 1825, at the Capitol in Washington, D.C.Vice President: John C. CalhounSecretary of State:
Henry ClaySecretary of the Treasury: Richard RushSecretary of War: James Barbour; Peter
Buell Porter (from June 21, 1828)Attorney General: William WirtPostmaster General: John



McLeanSecretary of the Navy: Samuel Lewis SouthardSupreme Court Appointment:Robert
Trimble (1826)19th Congress(March 4, 1825–March 4, 1827)Senate: 26 National
Republicans;20 Democratic-RepublicansHouse: 105 National Republicans;97 Democratic-
Republicans20th Congress(March 4, 1827–March 4, 1829)Senate: 28 Democratic-
Republicans;20 National RepublicansHouse: 119 Democratic-Republicans;94 National
RepublicansStates Admitted: None J. Q. Adams’s Life U.S. & World Events1767John Quincy
Adams is born on July 11 in Quincy, Massachusetts.1775–83The Revolutionary War is
fought.1787Adams graduates from Harvard.The U.S. Constitution is drafted.1794Washington
appoints Adams minister to the Netherlands.1797He marries Louisa Johnson in London. He
becomes minister to Prussia.1798Napoleon Bonaparte occupies Rome.1809James Madison
appoints Adams minister to Russia.1814Adams signs the Treaty of Ghent, ending the War of
1812.1817He begins serving as secretary of state in James Monroe’s administration.1825The
House of Representatives elects Adams president.1828Adams loses reelection to Andrew
Jackson.1830He is elected to the House of Representatives.1848Adams dies on February 23,
in Washington, D.C.Andrew Jackson7th President (1829–1837)“The people are the sovereigns;
they can alter and amend.”Born in the Waxhaws, a backwoods settlement on the border of the
two Carolinas, Andrew Jackson was the first president who did not come from the elite class of
society. His claim to fame was as a military hero, first in the Creek and Seminole wars and then
in the War of 1812. In 1815, he shot to national fame when he led a vastly outnumbered group of
volunteers to victory over an experienced British force at the Battle of New Orleans. Soon
thereafter his name surfaced as a possible presidential candidate. He was at first reluctant to
pursue the office. “I know what I am fit for,” he said. “I can command a body of men in a rough
way, but I am not fit to be president.”By 1824, he had reconsidered his decision. In the first
popular presidential election, he won a greater number of popular votes and electoral votes than
the other three candidates. Yet, he did not win an outright majority of electoral votes as
constitutionally required. As a result, the election fell to the House of Representatives, which
chose John Quincy Adams.The thought that Jackson had nearly became president triggered
deep anxiety among his opponents—who genuinely feared that he could become an American
Napoleon. But his defeat in 1824 only rallied his supporters. They formed the Democratic Party
for the express purpose of electing Jackson president, and in 1828, he won an easy
victory.Jackson’s exercise of presidential powers was unprecedented: He vetoed bills more
frequently than all of his predecessors combined. Although he often claimed to do so on
constitutional grounds, he ruled largely by instinct—if he felt that Congress was wrong, he used
his powers to block it.At the same time, Jackson was a fierce defender of the Union. In the most
dramatic confrontation of his two terms, he came close to marching troops into South Carolina
when states’ rights advocates argued that they had the right to nullify federal laws. He was also a
strong advocate of expansion, ordering the brutal relocation of thousands of Native Americans
from their homelands in the Southeast to clear the land for white settlers. At the close of
Jackson’s eight-year tenure, the presidency had been transformed. Although the pendulum of



power would swing back in the direction of Congress upon his retirement, it would do so in
reaction to his controversial rule. His vice president, Martin Van Buren, succeeded to the
presidency.Biographical FactsBorn: March 15, 1767, in the Waxhaws, South CarolinaAncestry:
Scotch-IrishFather: Andrew Jackson; born in Ireland; died March 1, 1767, in Waxhaws, South
CarolinaFather’s Occupation: Linen weaver; farmerMother: Elizabeth Hutchinson Jackson; born
in Ireland; died 1781 in Charleston, South CarolinaWife: Rachel Donelson Robards; born June
15, 1767, in Halifax County, Virginia; died December 22, 1828, in Nashville, TennesseeMarriage:
August 1, 1791, in Natchez, Mississippi; second ceremony: January 17, 1794, in Nashville,
TennesseeChildren: Andrew Jackson Jr. (adopted) (1808–1865)Home: The Hermitage,
Nashville, TennesseeEducation: Attended public schools; studied law in Salisbury, South
CarolinaReligious Affiliation: PresbyterianOccupation before Presidency: Lawyer; soldier;
politicianMilitary Service: Judge advocate of Davison County Militia; major general of Tennessee
Militia; major general of U.S. ArmyPolitical Offices before Presidency: Attorney general of
WesternDistrict of North Carolina; delegate to Tennessee State ConstitutionalConvention; U.S.
congressman; U.S. senator; Tennessee Supreme Court judge; governor of Florida
TerritoryPolitical Party: DemocraticAge at Inauguration: 61Occupation after Presidency:
RetiredDeath: June 8, 1845, in Nashville, TennesseePlace of Burial: The Hermitage, Nashville,
TennesseeNickname: Old HickoryWritings: Correspondence of Andrew JacksonElection of
1828About the Election: For Andrew Jackson’s supporters, the main theme of the 1828 election
was setting right the perceived wrong that had been done to their candidate in 1824, when
Jackson won a majority of the popular and electoral votes but lost the election when the House
chose Adams. By 1828, the old Democratic-Republican Party had split into two factions—the
pro-Jackson Democrats and the pro-Adams National Republicans. Rather than focus on issues,
the campaign was bitterly personal. Henry Clay, Adams’s most powerful supporter, orchestrated
an attack on Rachel Jackson in a Cincinnati newspaper that read, “Ought a convicted adulteress
and her paramour husband be placed in the highest offices of this free and Christian land?” The
support for Adams was limited to New England, New Jersey, Maryland, and Delaware, while
Jackson’s coalition swept the rest of the nation, ensuring him an easy victory.Jackson’s First
Term 1829–1833March 4, 1829: On INAUGURATION DAY, Jackson promises a restrained
federal government, the protection of states’ rights, fair treatment of Native Americans, and a
reform of civil service laws. In his speech, delivered at the Capitol, however, he does not address
several contentious issues—tariffs, internal improvements, or the Second Bank of the United
States. Following the speech, Jackson rides solemnly on horseback to the White House, trailed
by boisterous backwoods supporters. At the White House, the crowd barges into the mansion,
hooting and hollering, pushing and shoving all the way. As the mob descends on the
refreshment table, women faint, crystal and china are smashed, and fistfights break out.
Jackson, dressed in black and still in mourning for his wife who had died recently, is forced to
escape from the back door, ushered by a phalanx of arm-locked bodyguards.January 18–27,
1830: In December 1829, Senator Samuel Foot of Connecticut proposed that the Congress



consider temporarily restricting the sale of public lands. A few weeks later, Thomas Hart Benton
of Missouri denounces the idea, saying that Northeasterners like Foot are attempting to prevent
the settlement of the West in fear of the economic competition it would bring to the East and
South. States’ rights advocate, Robert Hayne of South Carolina, supporting Benton, goes
further. Using a strict-constructionist, states’ rights argument, he argues that “the very life of our
system is the independence of the states …” In response, Daniel Webster of Massachusetts
condemns Hayne and others who “habitually speak of the Union in terms of indifference, or even
of disparagement.” For the next week, the WEBSTER–HAYNE DEBATES transfix the Senate as
the two men discuss the nature of the U.S. Constitution and the United States itself.April 8, 1830:
The government of Mexico bans slavery as well as further settlement in its northern territory of
Tejas. This law irks the colony of American settlers who had begun migrating to the territory with
their slaves after Mexico won its independence from Spain in 1821.April 13, 1830: Senators
Benton and Hayne invite Jackson to a dinner honoring Thomas Jefferson, hoping to cement the
political alliance between the Western and Southern states. The dinner is also intended as a
means of sounding out the president for his views on the nullification issue. During dinner, they
raise toasts praising South Carolina’s nullification stance. At last Jackson raises his glass and,
staring down at Vice President John C. Calhoun, delivers the following toast: “OUR UNION: IT
MUST BE PRESERVED.” The startled vice president counters, “The Union, next to liberty, most
dear. May we always remember that it can only be preserved by distributing equally the benefits
and burdens of the Union.”First Lady: Rachel Donelson Robards JacksonRachel Donelson
Robards married Andrew Jackson in 1791, mistakenly believing that her divorce from her
abusive first husband was final, making her marriage to Jackson technically invalid. After the
divorce, the Jacksons remarried in 1794, but her legal mistake came back to haunt the couple
throughout Jackson’s political career. She preferred Jackson to stay away from politics, but she
eventually accepted his decision. Known to be a kind and welcoming person, the childless
Rachel raised several relatives’ children and formally adopted one nephew, Andrew Jackson Jr.,
in 1809.Plagued by bronchial and heart trouble, she died of a heart attack three weeks after her
husband won election. Her niece Emily Donelson stepped in to serve as a skillful and tactful
White House hostess. During the Peggy Eaton Affair, Sarah Yorke Jackson, the president’s
daughter-in-law, filled in. Sarah Jackson later assumed the role of White House hostess when
Emily Donelson died of tuberculosis in 1836.May 28, 1830: Jackson signs the INDIAN
REMOVAL ACT, which orders that all Native Americans living in the southeastern part of the
country be relocated to a newly designated “Indian Territory” west of the Mississippi River. Over
the next eight years, each of the “five civilized tribes” are forced west to present-day Oklahoma—
the Choctaw of Alabama and Mississippi in 1831, the Creek of Alabama and Georgia in 1836,
the Chickasaw of Mississippi in 1836 and 1837, the Cherokee in 1838 and 1839, and many of
the Seminole by 1842. During these forced migrations, tens of thousands of Native Americans
die of exposure, hunger, or disease.May 30, 1830: Earlier in 1830, several of Calhoun’s
opponents informed Jackson that the vice president had favored punishing him for invading



Florida during the Seminole War in 1819. In late May, Jackson writes the following to Calhoun:
“Understanding you now, no further communication with you on this subject is necessary.” It is
the start of a break between the two men.May 31, 1830: Jackson signs a bill for funding new
construction on the Cumberland Road. It will be the only large internal improvement bill he signs
in his entire tenure.December 8, 1830: Jackson vetoes a federal funding of a 60-mile road in
Kentucky. His veto signals a setback for the National Republican Party, led by Kentuckian Henry
Clay.February 15, 1831: The SPLIT BETWEEN JACKSON AND CALHOUN deepens when the
latter orders that a pamphlet containing correspondence about Jackson’s actions in the First
Seminole War be published.April 7, 1831: Secretary of War John Eaton resigns. Jackson ends
the EATON AFFAIR (see page 59) by appointing Eaton as the governor of Florida.April 11, 1831:
Secretary of State Martin Van Buren resigns, helping JACKSON REORGANIZE HIS CABINET.
Jackson then appoints anti-Calhoun men as successors to Ingham, Berrien, and
Branch.September 26, 1831: THE ANTI-MASONIC PARTY becomes the first political party to
hold a presidential nominating convention and also the first third party to field a presidential
candidate. The party, based on opposition to the Masons and other secret societies, is also
opposed to Jackson’s policies.Jackson’s First AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1829, at the
Capitol, Washington, D.C.Vice President: John C. Calhoun (resigned December, 1832)Secretary
of State: Martin Van Buren; Edward Livingston (from May 24, 1831)Secretary of the Treasury:
Samuel D. Ingham; Louis McLane (from August 8, 1831)Secretary of War: John H. Eaton; Lewis
Cass (from August 8, 1831)Attorney General: John M. Berrien; Roger B. Taney (from July 20,
1831)Postmaster General: John McLean; William T. Barry (from April 6, 1829)Secretary of the
Navy: John Branch; Levi Woodbury (from May 23, 1831)Supreme Court Appointments: John
McLean (1829); Henry Baldwin (1830)21st Congress: (March 4, 1829–March 4, 1831)Senate:
26 Democrats; 22 National RepublicansHouse: 139 Democrats;74 National Republicans22nd
Congress: (March 4, 1831–March 4, 1833)Senate: 25 Democrats,21 National Republicans; 2
OthersHouse: 141 Democrats;58 National Republicans; 14 OthersStates Admitted: None
Jackson’s Life U.S. & World Events1767Andrew Jackson is born on March 15 in the Waxhaws,
South Carolina.1775–83The American Revolution is fought.1781During the Revolution, the 14-
year-old Jackson is captured by the British. After he refuses to shine a British officer’s boots, the
Redcoat slashes him across the hand and head, leaving his face permanently scarred.1787The
U.S. Constitution is drafted.1791Jackson marries Rachel Robards.1796Tennessee is admitted
into the Union and Jackson serves as its first Representative in the House.1797Jackson is
elected to the Senate.1812Jackson commands a group of Tennessee volunteers in the Creek
War.1814He defeats the Creek at Horseshoe Bend.Quotes by Jackson:“There are no necessary
evils in government. Its evils exist only in its abuses.”—To Congress, July 10, 1832“I have only
two regrets: that I have not shot Henry Clay or hanged John C. Calhoun.”Quotes about
Jackson:“I never knew a man more free from conceit, or one to whom it was a greater extent a
pleasure, as well as a recognized duty, to listen patiently to what might be said to him upon any
subject under consideration.… Neither, I need scarcely say, was [Jackson] in the habit of talking,



much less boasting, of his own achievements.”—Martin Van Buren“General Jackson is the
majority’s slave; he yields to its intentions, desires, and half revealed instincts, or rather he
anticipates and forestalls them.”—Alexis de Tocqueville“I feel much alarmed at the prospect of
seeing General Jackson president. He is one of the most unfit men I know for such a place.”—
Thomas JeffersonDecember 12, 1831: The NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CONVENTION
nominates for president former Speaker of the House, Henry Clay of Kentucky.March 3, 1832: In
the case WORCESTER V. GEORGIA, the Supreme Court rules that only the federal
government, and not the state of Georgia, has jurisdiction over lands occupied by the Cherokee
Nation. The ruling declares that a Georgia state law requiring all whites living in Cherokee
Territory to pledge allegiance to the state is unconstitutional. Georgia ignores the court decision
with Jackson’s approval to do so.April 6–August 2, 1832: Seeking to reclaim lands lost to the
United States in Wisconsin Territory and Illinois following the War of 1812, warriors of the Sac
and Fox Nation, led by Black Hawk, begin a guerilla war, known as the BLACK HAWK WAR. The
charismatic Black Hawk is taken prisoner, and in 1833, is presented to President Jackson.
According to some, Jackson felt so threatened by the warrior’s popularity that he released him
and sent him back to the West.May 21–22, 1832: The DEMOCRATIC PARTY CONVENTION
nominates Jackson for reelection, and endorses Martin Van Buren for vice president.July 10,
1832: After both the House and Senate vote to reauthorize it, Jackson vetoes the charter for the
Second Bank of the United States. Although the bank had successfully kept inflation in check
and benefited business, many political factions continued to oppose it. In announcing the BANK
VETO, Jackson says, “It is to be regretted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of
government to their selfish purposes.… When the laws undertake … to make the rich richer and
the potent more powerful, the humble members of society, the farmers, mechanics and laborers,
who have neither the time nor the means of securing like favors for themselves, have a right to
complain of the injustice of their government.”July 13, 1832: Jackson’s veto of the bank draws
fierce criticism from Nicholas Biddle, the bank’s president. His supporters in the Senate attempt
but fail to override the veto.July 14, 1832: After Jackson recommends that Congress lower the
high tariffs in the 1828 Tariff of Abominations, Congress passes the less severe TARIFF OF
1832. Rather than appeasing the nullifiers in South Carolina, the new tariff inflames them
further.August 28, 1832: In a letter to South Carolina Governor James Hamilton, John C.
Calhoun reaffirms the DOCTRINE OF NULLIFICATION, defending it as a constitutional means
of redressing federal acts that are harmful to a state’s interests.October 22, 1832: Governor
Hamilton of South Carolina calls for a special state convention to discuss the issue of
nullification.October 29, 1832: U.S. FORTS ARE PLACED ON ALERT in response to the threat
of nullification by South Carolina. President Jackson orders heightened military presence at the
U.S. forts in the harbor of Charleston, South Carolina, and places General Winfield Scott in
command of the U.S. armed forces in South Carolina.November 19–27, 1832: At a special state
convention, SOUTH CAROLINA ADOPTS THE ORDINANCE OF NULLIFICATION that
overturns the tariffs of 1828 and 1832 within the borders of South Carolina. The ordinance also



rules that all state office holders swear allegiance to South Carolina and prohibits any appeals
involving the ordinance from being made to the federal court.December 4, 1832: In his ANNUAL
MESSAGE TO CONGRESS, Jackson recommends the lowering of tariff rates again to help
mollify Southern dissenters.Election of 1832About the Election: The 1832 election featured the
appearance of the Anti-Masonic Party, the first third party to join the presidential race. The main
issue of the campaign was the lightning-rod personality of Jackson himself. Although the Anti-
Masonic Party began as a group based on opposition to the Masons and other secret societies,
it was essentially an anti-Jackson party. As such, the anti-Jackson vote was split between its
candidate, William Wirt, and Henry Clay, the National Republican nominee. South Carolina,
which still had its state legislature choose the candidate, cast its electoral votes for John Floyd, a
pro-nullification candidate. During the campaign, the Anti-Masons set a precedent by holding
the first national nominating convention, a practice that has been followed by all political parties
ever since.December 5, 1832: JACKSON WINS REELECTION in the first popular election in
U.S. history, where national political conventions vote for presidential candidates. Jackson
defeats Henry Clay of Kentucky and Anti-Masonic Party nominee William Wirt of
Maryland.December 10, 1832: Jackson issues the PROCLAMATION TO THE PEOPLE OF
SOUTH CAROLINA, calling Vice President Calhoun’s doctrine of nullification an “impractical
absurdity.” The proclamation argues that no state can refuse to obey federal law, nor can any
state chose to leave the Union. He warns the nullifiers: “Disunion by armed force is treason. Are
you ready to incur its guilt?”December 20, 1832: Having been elected to the Senate, CALHOUN
RESIGNS AS VICE PRESIDENT.January 16, 1833: Jackson asks Congress to grant him
authority to use military force in South Carolina if necessary.January 21, 1833: South Carolina
suspends the Ordinance of Nullification, which declares the tariff laws of 1828 and 1832 “null
and void.”February 20, 1833: Congress passes the FORCE BILL, sometimes called the “Bloody
Bill,” authorizing the use of military power to enforce federal law. If necessary, Jackson is allowed
to use military force in South Carolina. He vows to try Calhoun for treason and “hang him high as
Hamen.”March 1, 1833: After the bill has already won passage in the House, the Senate passes
the COMPROMISE TARIFF BILL authored by Henry Clay. The bill reduces all tariffs for 10
years.Jackson’s Second Term 1833–1837March 15, 1833: SOUTH CAROLINA REVOKES THE
ORDINANCE OF NULLIFICATION after Congress passes the compromise tariff bill. The state,
however, declares the force bill “null and void.”April 1–13, 1833: American settlers, known as
TEXIANS, in the Mexican territory of Tejas, convene in the town of San Felipe and decide to
declare their independence from Mexico.April 3, 1833: Although the Bank of the United States
had lost its charter, it was still a solvent bank as long as it had money deposited in it. After
Jackson seeks his Cabinet’s advice on how to handle the issue, Attorney General Roger Taney
suggests REMOVING THE FEDERAL DEPOSITS from the bank and distributing them to a
number of state banks.September 10, 1833: Jackson announces to his divided cabinet that the
United States government would no longer use the Bank of the United States for federal deposits
—a decision that takes effect on October 1.September 23, 1833: When Secretary of the



Treasury William J. Duane refuses to withdraw federal funds from the bank, Jackson replaces
him with Taney, who begins to shift federal funds to state banks, known later as Jackson’s “PET
BANKS.”December 26, 1833: Henry Clay introduces two bills in the Senate to censure President
Jackson for withdrawing the deposits from the federal bank.January 3, 1834: The Mexican
government arrests and holds STEPHEN AUSTIN, the leader of the American Texian colony, for
eight months after Austin arrives in Mexico City to inform the government of his colony’s
declaration of independence. Jackson’s Life U.S. & World Events1815Jackson becomes a
national hero after the Battle of New Orleans.1818He invades Florida during the First Seminole
War.1819At the Peterloo Massacre, British troops in Manchester, England, attack a crowd of
unarmed protesters killing several and injuring hundreds. The crowds had been protesting
English Corn Laws, which had led to falling wheat prices and unemployment.1821Jackson
becomes the governor of the Florida territory.1822The state legislature nominates Jackson for
president.1824Despite winning the largest number of popular and electoral votes, he loses the
presidential election in the House to John Quincy Adams.1826John Adams and Thomas
Jefferson die on July 4.March 26, 1834: The SENATE CENSURES JACKSON for exceeding his
constitutional powers. His opponents dub him “King Andrew.”April 4, 1834: The House issues
resolutions supporting Jackson’s bank policy.April 14, 1834: Henry Clay uses the term “Whig” to
describe the coalition of anti-Jackson forces. The new WHIG PARTY includes supporters of Clay
and John Quincy Adams; states’ rights advocates aligned with John C. Calhoun; former
Jacksonians miffed over the bank policy; Southern planters; Northern merchants; and members
of the Anti-Masonic Party.June 24, 1834: The Senate declines to confirm Roger B. Taney as
secretary of the treasury—the first time ever that a cabinet nominee is rejected.January 30,
1835: Richard Lawrence, who is later judged insane, makes the FIRST ATTEMPT ON THE LIFE
OF A U.S. PRESIDENT as Jackson is leaving a funeral service in the Capitol. Lawrence,
shooting at point-blank range, misfires twice. Jackson is unharmed.June 30, 1835: A group of
American Texians under William Travis seize the Mexican fort in Anahuac.July 29, 1835: A
boatload of abolitionist literature from New York is seized and burned in the harbor of
Charleston, South Carolina. A crowd of nearly 2,000, about one-seventh of the white population
of the city, witness the spectacle.November, 1835: The SECOND SEMINOLE WAR begins, led
by Seminole Chief Osceola, who refuses to relocate his people west of the Mississippi River as
agreed to by treaty in 1832. The war lasts until August 14, 1843.December 2, 1835: Reacting to
the seizure of abolitionist literature at Charleston, Jackson proposes a BAN ON MAILING
ANTISLAVERY LITERATURE in his annual message to Congress.December 15, 1835: To clamp
down on the American Texian independence movement, President Antonio López de Santa
Anna of Mexico abolishes all local laws in Texas and places the federal government of Mexico in
charge of the territory.December 29, 1835: A small group of Cherokee signs a treaty with the
U.S. government ceding all Cherokee lands east of the Mississippi in exchange for $5 million as
compensation for “transportation costs” and land in Indian Territory. Most other Cherokee
denounce the agreement.February 4, 1836: Agreeing with Jackson about the need to ban the



mailing of abolitionist literature, but not accepting the right of the federal government to order it,
John C. Calhoun presents a revised bill that allows the seizure of abolitionist literature only when
it violates the laws of an individual state. This bill is defeated in June.February 23–March 6,
1836: With 3,000 men in his command, Mexican General Santa Anna lays siege on the garrison
at THE ALAMO in Texas. A group of 188 Texians hold off the Mexicans until March 6. The battle
cry “Remember the Alamo!” is first used six weeks later at the Battle of San Jacinto.March 1,
1836: The charter for the Bank of the United States expires. The bank obtains a state charter
and becomes the Bank of the United States of Pennsylvania.March 2, 1836: At the Brazos River
town of Washington, 59 representatives vote into existence the REPUBLIC OF TEXAS, adopting
a new declaration of independence and crafting a constitution based on the U.S.
Constitution.March 9, 1836: After two antislavery petitions are submitted to the Senate, John C.
Calhoun of South Carolina proposes banning the Senate from accepting future antislavery
petitions. His proposal is defeated in the Senate but still under consideration in the
House.Jackson’s Second AdministrationInauguration: March 4, 1833, at the House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C.Vice President: Martin Van BurenSecretary of State: Edward
Livingston;Louis McLane (from May 29, 1833);John Forsyth (from July 1, 1834)Secretary of the
Treasury: Louis McLane;William J. Duane (from June 1, 1833);Roger B. Taney (from September
23, 1833);Levi Woodbury (from July 1, 1834)Secretary of War: Lewis CassAttorney General:
Roger B. Taney;Benjamin F. Butler (from November 18, 1833)Postmaster General: William T.
Barry;Amos Kendall (from May 1, 1835)Secretary of the Navy: Levi Woodbury;Mahlon
Dickerson (from June 30, 1834)Supreme Court Appointments:James M. Wayne (1835); Roger
B. Taney,Chief Justice (1836); Philip P. Barbour (1836)23rd Congress: (March 4, 1833–March 4,
1835)Senate: 20 Democrats;20 National-Republicans; 8 OthersHouse: 147 Democrats;53 Anti-
Masons; 60 Others24th Congress: (March 4, 1835–March 4, 1837)Senate: 27 Democrats; 25
WhigsHouse: 145 Democrats; 98 WhigsStates Admitted: Arkansas (1836); Michigan
(1837)March 11, 1836: SENATOR JAMES BUCHANAN of Pennsylvania submits a motion to
reject Calhoun’s antislavery petitions.March 27, 1836: Santa Anna’s forces massacre 300
Texians at the BATTLE OF GOLIAD.April 21, 1836: Sam Houston leads Texian forces to victory
at the BATTLE OF SAN JACINTO in which Santa Anna is captured. Although Santa Anna is
forced to sign a pledge stating that he will ensure that the Mexican Congress recognize the new
Republic of Texas, the Mexican Congress will refuse.May 18, 1836: Representative Henry
Pinckney of South Carolina proposes a GAG RULE that bans “all petitions, memorials,
resolutions, propositions, or papers relating to the subject of slavery.”
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SS, “GREAT Overviews of US Presidents. I have this book myself and find it a great resource. It
provides just enough information to give a good grasp of each President, his term,
accomplishments, the election, legistration, cabinet and other salient details. Gave it as a gift
this year and was much appreciated EXCEPT - typical media bias evident in the synopsis of the
most recent president which was disappointing.”

Sam, “Excellent, well-written book. If you enjoy presidential history you'll love this book. It has
facts not found in other books and is written in an easy to read format that is never dull or boring.
It even has complete biographical details about the first ladies.”

mr. g, “mg g review. glad to update my library with this book its just as it states even though some
of the facts listed may need a double check against the established facts but its still an excellent
source of information and history”

jmax, “Excellent. Gave as a gift”

Arial, “Great history!!. Love true history before the libs change it!”

SunnyInCali, “Excellent coffee table book!. This is a great book for someone who loves history!
As an adult, I had forgotten a lot of history that I had been taught while in school. This was a
good way to refresh my memory on American history, which I personally think every American
should strive to learn and know. It covers every president except for Obama due to the year that
it was published. Do you know which American President held two non-consecutive terms? If
not, you'll learn it along with tons of other great trivia.”

The book by Carter Smith has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 75 people have provided feedback.
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